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On the value of 
inspiration

L’importance de 
l’inspiration

A Word from 
the President

Un mot de  
la présidente

When the CHA first came into being almost a century ago, it 
looked southward for inspiration. The first president, Lawrence 
Burpee, spearheaded the transformation of the redundant His-
toric Landmarks Association into “something more effective,” 
writes Donald Wright, “something more like the American His-
torical Association.” The AHA would be a constant model for 
Burpee: it was the source of his proposal that CHA members 
receive a subscription to the Canadian Historical Review, and 
a point of pride that he had represented the Canadian group at 
the annual AHA meeting. “If we can measure in any degree up 
to the standard of the American Historical Association we shall 
not have lived in vain,” he said.

The CHA continues to look to the AHA and models many of 
its initiatives on those that have been undertaken in the US. 
Last year’s survey on sexual harassment at Congress, for exam-
ple, was based quite explicitly on a similar survey undertaken 
a couple of years ago by the AHA (https://www.historians.org/
news-and-advocacy/aha-establishes-sexual-harassment-pol-
icy). The policy that was designed on the basis of the results of 
that survey, however, looks a little different than the one that the 
AHA produced. In part that’s because the situation in Canada is 
different: there has never been a practice of holding job inter-
views at the annual meeting of the CHA nor, thank goodness, of 
conducting them in hotel rooms. That means that the results of 
our survey addressed different issues, and so too does our policy 
reflect different realities. In particular, it is shaping up to be not 
a policy on sexual harassment, as is the case with the AHA, but 
rather a policy on harassment, period.

We have also taken cues from the Royal Historical Society, although 
in the 1920s it did not represent the same beacon for Burpee 
as did the AHA. Almost one hundred years later, however, the 
RHS’s Race, Ethnicity and Equality in UK History Report (https://
files.royalhistsoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/17205337/
RHS_race_report_EMBARGO_0001_18Oct.pdf) has provided 
important guidance for the CHA in addressing similar problems 
surrounding the lack of diversity in university history depart-
ments and in the profession more generally. We still have a long 
way to go in this regard, but identifying the ways that the CHA 
can better represent, celebrate, advance and support all histori-
ans – and then acting on those proposals, is a step in the right 
direction. We have begun that journey.

But if historians are natural magpies – known for picking 
through sources, strategies and theories from across the disci-
plines – that instinct has been less obvious in the organization 

Lorsque la SHC a vu le jour il y a près d’un siècle, elle s’est tour-
née vers le sud comme source d’inspiration. Le premier président, 
Lawrence Burpee, a été le fer de lance de la transformation de 
la redondante Historic Landmarks Association en « une organi-
sation plus efficace », écrit Donald Wright, « quelque chose qui 
ressemble davantage à l’American Historical Association ». L’AHA 
sera un modèle constant pour Burpee : c’est lui qui proposa que 
les membres de la SHC reçoivent une souscription à la Canadian 
Historical Review, et il était fier d’avoir représenté le groupe cana-
dien à la réunion annuelle de l’AHA. « Si nous pouvons, si peu que 
ce soit, nous mesurer favorablement à l’aune de l’American His-
torical Association, affirme-t-il, nous n’aurons pas vécu en vain ».

La SHC continue de se tourner vers l’AHA et certaines de ses 
initiatives sont calquées sur celles qui ont été réalisées aux États-
Unis. L’enquête de l’année dernière sur le harcèlement sexuel au 
Congrès, par exemple, était clairement basée sur une enquête 
similaire de l’AHA (https://www.historians.org/news-and-advo-
cacy/aha-establishes-sexual-harassment-policy) il y a quelques 
années. La politique qui a été conçue sur la base des résultats de 
cette enquête semble toutefois un peu différente de celle que l’AHA 
a produite. Cela s’explique en partie par le fait que la situation au 
Canada est différente : il n’y a jamais eu de pratique consistant à 
organiser des entrevues d’emploi lors de la réunion annuelle de 
la SHC ni, heureusement, de les faire dans des chambres d’hô-
tel. Cela signifie que les résultats de notre enquête portent sur 
des questions différentes, et que notre politique reflète elle aussi 
des réalités différentes. En particulier, il s’avère qu’il ne s’agit pas 
d’une politique sur le harcèlement sexuel, comme c’est le cas de 
l’AHA, mais plutôt d’une politique sur le harcèlement, point à la 
ligne.

Nous nous sommes également inspirés de la Royal Historical 
Society, bien que dans les années 1920, elle ne représentait pas le 
même phare pour Burpee que l’AHA. Près de cent ans plus tard, 
cependant, le rapport de la RHS sur la race, l’ethnicité et l’éga-
lité dans l’histoire du Royaume-Uni (https://files.royalhistsoc.
org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/17205337/RHS_race_report_
EMBARGO_0001_18Oct.pdf) nous a offert d’importantes 
indications pour résoudre des problèmes similaires concernant 
le manque de diversité dans les départements d’histoire univer-
sitaires et dans la profession en général. Nous avons encore un 
long chemin à parcourir à cet égard, mais identifier les moyens 
par lesquels la SHC peut mieux représenter, célébrer, faire pro-
gresser et soutenir tous les historiens - et donner suite à ces 
propositions, est un pas dans la bonne direction. Nous avons 
entrepris ce périple.

https://www.historians.org/news-and-advocacy/aha-establishes-sexual-harassment-policy
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of the profession as a whole. We have tended to borrow from 
other historians, and even then, largely from only certain types 
of historians. We shouldn’t ignore other sources of inspiration, 
however, and should be prepared to look beyond just the profes-
sional organizations of our colleagues in other countries. Like 
we did with the annual chairs meeting, for example, which was 
an idea borrowed from political scientists, who host an annual 
departmental chairs discussion – separate, in their case, from 
Congress – to share best practices and strategize collective 
action. 

There are distinct advantages to looking at what other profes-
sional groups are doing to support, represent and celebrate their 
members. Using the national reach of the CHA, for example, to 
undertake coast to coast to coast surveys of who is working in 
history today, and what sorts of histories they are immersed in 
is a goal that reflects a comparable missions of the Modern Lan-
guages Association (https://www.mla.org/Resources/Research/
Surveys-Reports-and-Other-Documents) and a variety of other 
groups. Information like this can play an important role in lob-
bying for greater job security, salary equity, and a host of targets 
that may become desirable in the future. 

Some American organizations have had considerable success 
hosting workshops at which new techniques are practiced or 
where practitioners well-versed in one set of theoretical frame-
works gets to explore the possibilities of others under the 
guidance of experts. It’s like grad school without the pressure/
exams/anxiety – or at least that’s how I envisioned it when I 
began investigating these sorts of workshops. Imagine getting a 
crash course in archival photograph management, or in access-
ing Soviet-era sources, or in writing for newspapers. Logistical 
considerations revolving around time and place always con-
spired to make workshops like this a virtual impossibility in 
Canada, and certainly not hosted by the CHA. That may not be 
true anymore.

Covid-19 has re-written all the rules. It has made the possible 
(like travel, handshakes, and handling documents) impossible, 
but it may also have made the impossible at least conceivable. It 
has also put many of the inner workings of professional organi-
zations around the globe on display, available on your computer 
screen to consider as possibilities, suitably altered to reflect the 
Canadian Historical Association reality. So on the eve of the 
100th anniversary of the formation of the CHA, let’s take some 
inspiration from those early members who looked for inspira-
tion elsewhere, and cast our gaze, and our aspirations, broadly.

Penny Bryden 
President

Mais si les historiens sont des pies naturelles - connus pour leur 
capacité à fouiller dans les sources, les stratégies et les théories de 
toutes les disciplines - cet instinct est moins évident dans l’organi-
sation de la profession dans son ensemble. Nous avons tendance à 
emprunter à d’autres historiens, et même là, en grande partie seu-
lement à certains types d’historiens. Nous ne devons cependant 
pas ignorer les autres sources d’inspiration, et nous ne devons pas 
nous restreindre aux organisations professionnelles et à nos col-
lègues d’autres pays. Comme nous l’avons fait, par exemple, avec 
notre réunion annuelle des départements d’histoire qui est une 
idée empruntée aux politologues, qui organisent une discussion 
annuelle des directeurs de département - distincte, dans leur cas, 
du Congrès - pour partager les meilleures pratiques et élaborer 
une stratégie d’action collective. 

Il y a de nets avantages à examiner ce que font les autres groupes 
professionnels pour soutenir, représenter et célébrer leurs 
membres. Utiliser la portée nationale de la SHC, par exemple, 
pour entreprendre des enquêtes d’un océan à l’autre sur les per-
sonnes qui travaillent dans le domaine de l’histoire aujourd’hui 
et sur les types d’histoires dans lesquelles elles sont immergées 
est un objectif qui reflète une mission comparable à celle de la 
Modern Languages Association (https://www.mla.org/Resources/
Research/Surveys-Reports-and-Other-Documents) et de divers 
autres groupes. Des renseignements de ce genre peuvent jouer 
un rôle important dans nos stratégies de lobbying pour une plus 
grande sécurité d’emploi, l’équité salariale et une foule d’objectifs 
qui pourraient devenir souhaitables à l’avenir. 

Certaines organisations américaines ont connu un succès consi-
dérable en organisant des ateliers au cours desquels de nouvelles 
techniques sont mises en pratique ou au cours desquels des prati-
ciens connaissant bien un ensemble de cadres théoriques peuvent 
explorer certaines possibilités sous la direction d’experts. Cela 
équivaut à des études supérieures sans pression/examen/anxiété - 
ou du moins c’est comme ça que je l’imaginais quand je me suis 
penchée sur ce genre d’ateliers. Imaginez un cours accéléré sur la 
gestion des photographies d’archives, sur l’accès aux sources de 
l’époque soviétique ou sur la rédaction de journaux. Les considéra-
tions logistiques liées au temps et au lieu ont toujours contribué à 
rendre de tels ateliers virtuellement impossibles au Canada, et cer-
tainement pour la SHC. Ce n’est peut-être plus le cas aujourd’hui.

La Covid-19 a réécrit toutes les règles. Elle a rendu le possible 
(comme les voyages, les poignées de main et la manipulation des 
documents) impossible, mais elle peut également avoir rendu l’im-
possible possible, au moins concevable. Elle a également permis 
de mettre en évidence de nombreux rouages internes d’organi-
sations professionnelles du monde entier, disponibles sur votre 
écran d’ordinateur, pour les considérer comme des possibilités, 
modifiées de façon à refléter la réalité de la Société historique du 
Canada. À la veille du 100e anniversaire de la création de la SHC, 
inspirons-nous donc de ces premiers membres qui ont cherché 
l’inspiration ailleurs, et soyons ambitieux dans nos démarches.

Penny Bryden 
Présidente de la SHC

https://www.mla.org/Resources/Research/Surveys-Reports-and-Other-Documents
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Editors’ Note Note de la rédaction

Covid-19, Sports and History Covid-19, Sports and History 

English-Language Secretary

I suspect that future historians will look back on the 2020 final 
of the US Open in tennis as a telling example of how sport was 
conducted during the Covid 19 pandemic. Having been sus-
pended since March due to the global coronavirus epidemic, 
professional tennis resumed in early September as players took 
to the court at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center 
in Flushing Meadows, New York. Traditionally, the US Open has 
been the fourth and final Grand Slam tournament of the year. 
But because of the cancellation of over 40 events since the onset 
of the pandemic, the US Open became the second major of 2020. 
The first major, the Australian Open, squeaked in at the end of 
January, just before the WHO declared Covid 19 to be a global 
pandemic. The French Open, which normally starts in late May, 
was unilaterally moved to a two-week period beginning Septem-
ber 27th, and the Wimbledon Championships were cancelled for 
the first time since 1945.

The final match of the 2020 US Open was an epic duel between 
two supremely-fit all-courters, Alexander Zverev and Dominic 
Thiem, who were both vying for their first major title. Having 
lost the first two sets to the tall Teuton, Zverev, Thiem stormed 
back to take the next two sets and then the final set in a ten-
sion-filled tie-breaker, winning the four-hour match 2-6, 4-6, 
6-4, 6-3, 7-6 (8-6). 

As entertaining as what was taking place between the lines was 
to watch, one could not be anything but awestruck by the fact 
that there was next to no one in the 24,000-seat stadium. The few 
people in the stands were mask-wearing commentators, coaches, 

players and trainers. No tickets were sold to the public. Each 
day, the players’ temperatures were taken and symptom ques-
tionnaires were filled out. And once or twice a week, the players 
were tested for the virus. In addition to all this, social distancing 
was demanded in every single place like locker rooms and fitness 
centers, and every player wore a mask (including Naomi Osaka, 
who sported seven masks about Black Lives, which speaks to 
the powerful platform sports gives athletes in our post-modern 
society) unless they were training or competing. 

In abnormal times it is only fitting that sports take on an abnor-
mal character. As Ryerson University professor, Cheri L. Bradish, 
has recently written: “Sports is typically a reflection of society, 
not an exception to it.” 

Since antiquity, sports have imitated the society in which they 
are based. Take, for example, the gladiatorial games of ancient 
Rome. Like gladiatorial combat, life in ancient Rome was brutal. 

Rome was a cruel society. Violence and death were omnipresent. 
It is estimated that about one in every three live-born Roman 
babies died within the first year of life. With a population of 
close on a million by the end of the last century BCE, and with-
out an adequate police force, Rome was a place where disorder 
and death always threatened. 

The gladiatorial games mirrored this daily reality. In a world of 
brutality and cruelty, the gladiatorial fights were a microcosm of 
the world at large. And the gladiators were role models on how 

Photo: National Archaeological Museum, Madrid. Wikipedia.Photo: National Archaeological Museum, Madrid. Wikipedia.
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to live and die. As author J.P. Toner once stated about Roman 
society: “It was by its games, that the empire came to be known.” 
As a consequence, bloodshed and slaughter joined military con-
quest and marshal glory as key components of Roman culture. 

Romans were completely obsessed with gladiators and gladi-
atorial fighting. Like many of today’s professional athletes, the 
gladiators of ancient Rome were glamour figures and cultural 
heroes. Their life-sized portraits were often painted on the walls 
of public porticos. Hundreds of Roman artefacts – sculptures, 
figurines, lamps, nursing bottles, glasses – pictured famous 
gladiators. In daily life, chariot-races and gladiatorial fights were 
often on the lips of the citizenry of Rome. “When you enter the 
lecture halls,” wrote the Roman historian and politician, Tacitus, 
“what else do you hear the young men talking about?” 

Critics, then as now, have argued that sports are a frivolous dis-
traction that divert our attention away from the “meaningful” 
matters in life. The American linguist, philosopher and social 
critic Noam Chomsky once stated: “One of the functions that 
things like professional sports play, in our society and others, 
is to offer an area to deflect people’s attention from things that 
matter, so that the people in power can do what matters with-
out public interference.” Chomsky thus saw little, if any, value in 
playing or watching sports. 

But I have to admit to being moved by the Herculean effort of 
Dominic Thiem at the US Open, and it wasn’t the first time that 
this has happened. 

You might recall Michael Jordan’s performance in the 1997 NBA 
finals. In game five of the basketball finals against the Utah Jazz 
in Salt Lake City, Jordan suffered from flu-like symptoms. (It 
was actually food poisoning from a local pizza joint.) But despite 
being visibly sick and weak, Jordan played an amazing game, 
which the Chicago Bulls won, and then he was literally dragged 
from the court by teammates and doctors. Reflecting on this, the 
film-critic Roger Ebert stated: “I wasn’t moved by the victory, 
that was only basketball. I was moved by his bravery.” 

The same sort of bravery was on display at the 1996 Summer 
Olympics in Atlanta, Georgia, when the American gymnast 
Kerri Strug took to the vault. In the team competition, an event 
dominated by the Soviets for decades and never won by the 
United States, the U.S. competed against the Russian, Romanian, 
and Ukrainian teams. The Russians came into the team compe-
tition with a very narrow lead. The event came down to the final 
rotation on the final day of the team competition. 

Going into the final rotation, with the Russians on floor exercise 
and the U.S. on vault, the U.S. women held a 0.897-point lead 
over the Russian team. However, it was still possible for the Rus-
sians to take the gold if the U.S. women’s team collapsed. While 
the first four U.S. gymnasts landed their vaults, they struggled 
to land them cleanly, taking steps or hops. Adding to the drama, 
Strug’s teammate Dominique Moceanu fell twice, registering a 
very low score. Strug was the last to vault for the United States 

and under-rotated the landing in her first attempt, causing her 
to fall and seriously injure her left ankle. As a consequence, 
the attempt was awarded 9.162 points. The diminutive athlete 
needed to land a second vault on her feet in order to mathemat-
ically clinch the gold for her team. The pressure must have been 
enormous. But elite athletes seem to know -- to quote the lyr-
ics of “Lose Yourself ” by the American rapper, Eminem -- “You 
only get one shot/ do not miss your chance to blow/ This oppor-
tunity comes one in a lifetime.”

Visibly hurt, Strug limped to the end of the runway to make her 
second attempt and then started her sprint towards the vault. 
Remarkably, she stuck the landing, then immediately lifted 
her left foot up and finished her routine by saluting the judges, 
which was necessary in order to score. She then collapsed to her 
knees and was assisted off the mat. The completed vault received 
a score of 9.712, mathematically guaranteeing the Americans the 
gold medal. 

This, I would argue, is why sport is meaningful and why 
the history of sport is such a fascinating topic of study. If we 
think about modern sports, many people watch in order to get 
inspired. Sometimes this comes by way of what the American 
social psychologist, Jonathan Haidt calls elevation. Haidt argues 
that in critical moments a person can be elevated by the actions 
of another, lifting the spectator up from an ambivalent or nega-
tive state and giving them hope and inspiration. 

To be sure, there will always be those that watch sport for the 
blood and gore. Unfortunately, there are plenty of people look-
ing for cheap thrills. But this doesn’t mean that many others are 
not looking for something else. As the professor of history Dan-
iele Bolelli has argued, many came to the gladiatorial games in 
ancient Rome to be elevated by the bravery on display. Gladia-
tors stared death in the face every time they entered the arena. 
The ancient author Quintillion said that the men in the audience 
were less concerned about the technique of the fighter than how 
the Gladiator or Gladiatrix conducted themselves during the 
fight. In other words, what made a gladiator “great” was his or 
her ability to face the most hopeless circumstances with integ-
rity and resolve. It wasn’t about the winning and losing; it was 
about the fight itself. It is completely natural to be scared when 
facing possible death, but for those in the audience it was elevat-
ing to see gladiators face death with such seeming fearlessness. 
This was what the ancient stoic philosopher Seneca meant by the 
gladiatorial spirit. 

In times such as these, when there is so much “excess death,” 
so much human suffering, so much political unrest, so much 
uncertainty about the future, sport is simultaneously a reminder 
of what once was and how careful we now need to be. And as 
has been the case throughout human history, at times, sport 
demonstrates how to live and how to overcome personal collec-
tive challenges. 

Matthew Bellamy 
Carleton University
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(In alphabetical Order | par ordre alphabétique)

University of Alberta – Chair: Ryan Dunch

All courses shifted to 
online/remote instruc-
tion in March 2020 and 
this will continue to be 

the norm at least through the Winter 2021 term, with a resulting 
increase in workloads for instructors and in stress for students.

Research has been impacted for many faculty members and 
graduate students. In particular, research requiring cross-bor-
der travel (including some borders within Canada) has been 
postponed or cancelled. Some sabbatical leaves have been can-
celled (deferred) as a result. Some faculty have deferred planned 
research and shifted attention to research they can complete 
closer to home.

The impact on advanced graduate students has been signifi-
cant -- particularly ABD doctoral students needing to complete 
research for their dissertations.

Somewhat offsetting these problems have been increased oppor-
tunities to engage with colleagues via remote means, and to 
bring speakers from elsewhere into contact with our colleagues 
and students. There are high enrollments in our Fall/Winter 
classes, also.

There has been an overall decrease in tenure-line appointments 
in the last twelve months. 

Dr. Heather Coleman (Russian history), University of Alberta 
Award for Excellence in Graduate Teaching. Dr. Liza Piper 
(Canadian history), Faculty of Arts Research Excellence Award 
for Associate Professors. Dr. Jeremy Rossiter (Classical Archae-
ology), 2020 inductee into the University of Alberta Museums’ 
Curator Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Crystal Fraser (Canadian history) won the John Bullen Prize 
from the Canadian Historical Association, awarded to “the out-
standing Ph.D. thesis on a historical topic submitted in a Canadian 
university.” Dr. Sarah Nickel won the CHA’s Indigenous History 
Book Prize for 2020, for her book Assembling Unity: Indigenous 
Politics, Gender, and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs (Vancouver: 
UBC Press, 2019). Dr. Robert A. Smith (History of Science) won 
the 2020 LeRoy E. Doggett Prize for Historical Astronomy. Dr. 
Sarah Carter (Canadian history) won the 2020 Killam Prize in 
the Humanities, for her “substantial and distinguished contribu-
tion, over a significant period, to scholarly research in Canada.”

Two annual endowed lectures, a graduate student conference, 
and other events (see Department website for details).

Concordia, University of Edmonton – Chair: Tolly Bradford

All teaching is online. We 
are finding group discus-
sions quite effective online, 
and also (anecdotally) that 
student miss being in class-

rooms and look forward to the return. One problem has been 
accessing Library materials, especially hardcopies. Most prob-
lematic is the closure of inter-library loans which, as a small 
institution, is vital for our own research and for student research.

The department has absorbed a faculty member from another 
department (Religious Studies). However, no new hires.

Carleton University – Chair: James Miller

Like every other depart-
ment I’m sure, ithe 
pandemic has been a chal-
lenge. One thing that we 

are doing to try to foster a sense of social learning, of camara-
derie, and connection is to set up a Mattermost chat server as a 
‘virtual department foyer’. The idea is that it is a space for students 
AND faculty to connect, to hang out, to ask for help, to socialize 
and so break down some of the isolation of online learning.

There has been a slight decrease in faculty members in the 
department in the last twelve months. 

Roy Laird: retired. Shawn Graham: promoted to full. 

Greg Donaghy, Adjunct Research Professor in the Department 
of History and a prolific historian of Canada’s foreign relations, 
passed away on the first of July. (1961-2020) 

Dr. Jan Krzysztof Fedorowicz, Adjunct Professor in the Depart-
ment of History of Carleton University, passed away on April 16. 
(1949-2020).

Ian Werely, adjunct professor, appointed as Executive Director 
of the Canadian Association of Graduate Studies. 

Laura Madokoro: made a member of the College of New Schol-
ars, Artists and Scientists by the Royal Society of Canada. 

Norm Hilmer, Tim Cook: elected to RSC. 

Sonya Lipsett-Rivera: Honorable Mention for the 2020 Judy 
Ewell Award for Best Publication on Women’s History from 
the Rocky Mountain Council for Latin American Studies for 
her 2019 book, ‘The Origins of Macho: Men and Masculinity in 
Colonial Mexico’, U New Mexico Press.
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David Dean - New teaching initiative - blog on turning a 2nd 
year public history course which had on site, in person, collab-
orative learning projects to be fully online with SaPP Michaela 
Bax-Leaney: https://onlinepublichistory.wordpress.com/ ; New 
Funded Project: public history project on COVID-19: Adjusting, 
Adapting, Innovating: Experiencing Covid-19 through Tech-
nology in partnership with curators at Ingenium (Science and 
Technology Museum; Aviation Museum; Agriculture Museum)

Jennifer Evans been named as one of the recipients of the SSRC 
Social Data Research and Dissertation Fellowship program for 
her project entitled “Historical Analogy, Covid-19, and the 2020 
US Election: How Historical Misinformation Undermines Dem-
ocratic Institutions“.

Jennifer Evans helped shepherd into being the German Stud-
ies Collaboratory, a repository of online resources for use in 
research and teaching. 

Jennifer Evans funded in October 2019 Insight Grants funding 
competition, an award of $371,359 for “Hate 3.0: Memory, Pop-
ulism, and Misinformation in the Canadian Social Mediascape.” 
This project, led by Principle Investigator and History Professor 
Jennifer Evans is a 5 year grant with SSHRC and also the Depart-
ment of Heritage’s Joint Initiative for Digital Citizen Research. 
Co-researchers on the project include History professors Shawn 
Graham and Laura Madokoro along with colleagues, professors 
Sandra Robinson and Merlyna Lim in Carleton’s Communica-
tions Department. 

Crandall University – Chair: Keith Grant

Most of our classes this 
semester are planned for 
face-to-face instruction, 
albeit with significant 

adaptation due to the pandemic. Large courses have been bro-
ken into sections, and new classrooms have been built to allow 
for physical distancing. Students may request COVID-19-re-
lated accommodations, including online delivery, although the 
majority of students appear to be relieved to be back on campus 
with the safety measures in place. Among the teaching chal-
lenges we face are how to facilitate in-class discussions with at 
least two meters between students. Even those of us meeting in 
person have been learning about online supports for instruction.

We have welcomed Dr. Mark Lee as Assistant Professor of History 
starting July 2020. Dr. Lee earned a DPhil from the University of 
Oxford, and has just completed a postdoctoral research position 
at Wolfson College, Oxford. His research focuses on madness, 
medicine, and religious identities in British society. He will be 
teaching courses on European and British history.

Dalhousie University – Chair: Krista Kesselring

We have had to move all teach-
ing and meetings online for 
the full academic year. We are 
remodeling our Stokes Seminar 

Series to move online this year, too. We have had an increase in 
faculty (though a decrease if only counting tenure-stream) in the 
last twelve months. 

New hires: Katherine Crooks and Alana Toulin have started with 
the department on limited term appointments, from 1 August 
2020, in Canadian and U.S. history respectively. We are also 
joined by three part-time instructors for the fall term -- Winston 
Black, Peters Mersereau, and Lindsay Macumber -- with possi-
bly two others to join us in the winter term.

Retirement: Ruth Bleasdale retired at the end of June 2020.

Deaths: Peter Busby Waite passed away on August 24, 2020 at 
age 98. A link to his obituary can be found here: https://www.
dal.ca/faculty/arts/history/news-events/news/2020/08/28/in_
memoriam__peter_b__waite.html. 

Jamie Jelinski is expected to join us as a Killam postdoctoral fel-
low in the winter term. We hope to announce a tenure-stream 
search in Canadian history shortly.

Shirley Tillotson won the CHA’s François-Xavier Garneau Medal 
for her book, Give and Take: The Citizen-Taxpayer and the Rise 
of Canadian Democracy. UBC Press, 2017. Ajay Parasram was 
named a Founding Fellow of the MacEachern Institute for Pub-
lic Policy and Governance. Krista Kesselring was appointed an 
Honorary Research Professor at the University of Durham.

Other updates can be found in the annual newsletter: https://
cdn.dal.ca/content/dam/dalhousie/pdf/fass/history/Depart-
mentNewsletters/History%20News%202020.pdf. 

University of Guelph – Chair: Sophie Lachapelle

Our department is offering a 
team-taught course entitled 
“Contextualizing COVID-19: 
Plight, Pandemic, and Pol-

icy” at the second-year level, coordinated by Prof. Kim Martin, 
and involving 15 faculty members. Department chair Sofie 
Lachapelle is one of the coordinators for a new team-taught, 
university-wide, interdisciplinary course entitled “Pandem-
ics: Culture, Science, and Society.” Four faculty members have 
received funding to work on special research projects related to 
the COVID-19 outbreak: Tara Abraham & Catherine Carstairs 
(A Great Equalizer?: COVID-19 and Historical Health Inequal-
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ities); Kevin James (The historical impacts of, and recoveries 
from, pandemics in Ontario’s commercial accommodation sec-
tor); and Kim Martin (Art Apart: Connecting Generations).

There has been no change in the number of teaching faculty in 
the department in the last twelve months.

Professor Kevin James was appointed Scottish Studies Foun-
dation Chair. Kim Anderson (cross-appointed to our graduate 
program faculty) was inducted into the College of New Scholars, 
Artists and Scientists of the Royal Society of Canada.

The University of Guelph is hosting the Rural Women’s Studies 
Association 14th Triennial Conference on 11-15 May 2021. It 
is a virtual conference with the theme “Kitchen Table Talk to 
Global Forum.” The RWSA is an international association to 
advance rural women’s/gender studies in historical perspective 
and welcomes scholars from diverse fields, rural organizations, 
and communities.

Dr. Shauna McCabe, Director of the Art Gallery of Guelph, will 
be teaching in the department on an ongoing basis, particularly 
an experiential learning course entitled “Active History Project 
- Museums, Memory, and Visual Culture,” which is designed to 
deepen students’ understanding of the ways museums actively 
define and communicate cultural memory and how history has 
been selectively remembered and represented to the public. 

MacEwan University – Chair: Michael Carroll

Like everyone, we had to 
pivot quickly online to finish 
the winter 2020 semester, 
and ran only online courses 
in the spring and summer. 

About 80% of our fall courses are being run entirely online, with 
the remained offered as hybrids (with in-person, physically dis-
tanced seminar meetings once every two weeks) and in-person 
upper-year seminars (which are held in larger classrooms than 
usual to accommodate the university’s Covid-19 capacity caps 
and distancing requirements). We are aiming to maintain and 
hopefully offer more in-person options for winter, but of course 
await pandemic developments and related public health direc-
tives.

We lost one professor to retirement and gained a new hire, so 
have held steady at 6 tenure or tenure-track historians, along 
with 6 sessional colleagues.

Dr. Carolee Pollock, our historian of British and women’s his-
tory, retired in December 2019; Dr. Aidan Forth, a specialist on 
the British empire and formerly an associate professor at Loyola 
University Chicago, joined our department in fall 2019.

Dr. Aidan Forth won the 2019 Wallace K. Ferguson Prize from 
the Canadian Historical Association for his book Barbed-Wire 
Imperialism: Britain’s Empire of Camps, 1876-1903 (University 
of California Press, 2017). Dr. Sean Hannan’s book, On Time, 
Change, History, and Conversion, was published as part of 
Bloomsbury’s Reading Augustine series in spring 2020.

We would hope to celebrate the launch of Dr. Sean Hannan’s 
book, On Time, Change, History, and Conversion (Bloomsbury, 
2020), but plans are on hold due to the pandemic.

University of Manitoba – Chair: Tina Chen

In the last two years, The 
Winnipeg Foundation has 
established numerous Grad-
uate Scholarships in History. 
Currently there are 10 M.A. 

Scholarships tenable in the University of Winnipeg-University 
of Manitoba Joint M.A. program. These scholarship support stu-
dents conducting historical research in targeted areas including: 
Indigenous and Canadian history; Manitoba History; Human 
Rights & Social Justice; Women’s History; History of Medicine 
& Health; Canadian Social History, and Black History of Can-
ada. The Winnipeg Foundation also established The Winnipeg 
Foundation Centenary Scholarship, a $100,000 scholarship for 
doctoral study at the University of Manitoba in Canadian or 
Indigenous history, to be offered beginning 2021. Thanks to The 
Winnipeg Foundation for their incredible support of graduate 
study of History. 

New Hires: We’re excited to have two new tenure-track appoint-
ments in 2020, both of whom are cross-appointed between 
History and Native Studies: David Parent (start date January 1, 
2020) and Sean Carleton (start date: July 1, 2020)

Retirements: We had two retirements as of June 30, 2020: Barry 
Ferguson and John Finlay. We wish them both the best and 
thank them for their contributions to the Department and Uni-
versity of Manitoba

Major Awards: 
Tina Chen, appointed Distinguished Professor, University of 
Manitoba and recipient of the University of Manitoba Dr. and 
Mrs. Ralph Campbell Outreach Award

Tom Nesmith, elected as a fellow to the Royal Society of Canada

Other news:
Adele Perry was appointed Director, Centre of Human Rights 
Research, University of Manitoba.
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University of New Brunswick – Chair: Gary Waite

The alterations required by 
COVID-19 have been very signif-
icant. The campus was essentially 
closed from mid-March to late 
August, and we have all had to 

learn to teach in new ways, and to hold meetings and social 
events virtually and socially distanced. We had department and 
faculty meetings throughout the summer, which is a first, and 
getting real holidays was even more difficult. We conducted a 
successful candidate search entirely by virtual means, which was 
a first. We have adapted, and continue to do so. But, stress levels 
are very high as we begin the new term; working from home has 
raised new problems, and not being able to consult easily with 
colleagues on an informal basis is a major loss. But we have also 
found that many students have adapted extremely well to the 
new methodology, and that our courses are well subscribed. 

A major problem for our graduate students are travel restric-
tions; some of our international students cannot cross the 
border and therefore have no access to their funding. All but 
our graduate seminars are being taught through the “alternative 
delivery method”. This remains a major challenge for all. So too 
does balancing work and home life, now that work has almost 
completely invaded the home. Juggling childcare when schools 
and daycares were closed was a particular challenge. We are cop-
ing, but stress is having negative effects on many.

There has been a decrease of one professor in the department in 
the last twelve months.

New Hire: Dr Angela Tozer, Canadian History (Indigenous and 
Environmental)

Retirements: Dr Bill Parenteau (January 1, 2020), Dr Marc Mil-
ner (July 1, 2019)

Departure: Dr Funké Aladejebi

Leaves 2020-21: Drs Elizabeth Mancke (Winter), Erin Morton 
(Fall), Lisa Todd (Fall).

Dr Gary K. Waite elected Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada

Citation: Gary Waite is an internationally renowned historian of 
early-modern Netherlandic and European religion and culture. 
His numerous publications have shaped scholarly discourse on 
the Reformation’s radical reformers, on demonizing polemics, 
demonology and witchcraft, on dissident ideas, and on relations 
between Muslims, Jews, and Christians. He is currently lead-
ing an international team exploring how ideas were formed, 
contested, and reshaped in the polemical atmosphere of ear-
ly-modern Europe.

Dr Stefanie Hunt-Kennedy awarded a SSHRC IDG: The Slave Law 
Project, a digital archive of British Atlantic slave laws 1636-1838.

We have had to reduce our special events due to COVID-19 
restrictions, but hope soon to return to hosting visiting speakers, 
symposia, etc. We will continue with our Black History Month 
planning, among other events.

Okanagan College – Chair: Chris Clarkson

As a direct consequence of the COVID-19 
pandemic, university transfer courses in the 
Arts have moved online for the Fall 2020 
and Winter 2021 semesters. The department 
also lost one part-time non-continuing 
position due to temporary cost-cutting 
measures associated with the pandemic.

There has been a decrease of one part-time non-continuing his-
torian as noted in the section above. The department anticipates 
a part-time non-continuing appointment once classes return to 
in-person delivery. 

University of Ottawa – Chair: D.C. Bélanger

Chad Gaffield will be retiring from his pro-
fessorial position on June 30, 2021 while 
continuing as University Research Chair in 
Digital Scholarship and supporting depart-
mental and university-wide initiatives 
through 2024.

Le département est heureux d’annoncer l’embauche de Sarah 
Templier comme professeure remplaçante. Sarah vient de com-
pléter un doctorat à Johns Hopkins intitulé « The Power of 
Consumer Desire: The Trade and Consumption of Textiles and 
Clothing in French and British North America, 1713-1760 ».

Le département va procéder à une embauche à temps plein en 
histoire publique et colonialisme. 

Professor Jan Grabowski has been elected fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada.

Professeur Pierre Anctil s’est vu décerner le Prix Gérard-Parizeau 
2020 en reconnaissance de son œuvre exceptionnelle sur l’his-
toire de l’immigration juive au XXe siècle.

Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières - Directeur : Julien 
Prud’homme

Il y a eu une augmentation de 11 
à 12 profs d’histoire au dépar-
tement lors des douze derniers 
mois.

Embauche de M. Mahdi Khelfaoui, spécialiste en histoire de 
l’énergie et des technologies, qui entrera en poste au départe-
ment des sciences humaines de l’UQTR le 1er décembre 2020.
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Queen’s University – Chair: Rebecca Manley

Like many other departments across 
the province, we are teaching all of our 
courses remotely this year. The transi-
tion to remote instruction has been a 
challenge, but thus far the 2020-2021 
academic year is off to a good start. 
Our enrolments have been surpris-

ingly strong: our first year courses and seminar courses are full, 
and we had to raise the cap on many of our lectures. Students, 
moreover, appear to be very engaged, judging by their lengthy 
discussion posts and attendance in what are often optional syn-
chronous sessions. That said, many of us are concerned about 
maintaining this engagement over the course of the term and 
the year, and about the impact of remote teaching on learning. 
While there are undoubtedly some pedagogical strategies that 
we will retain once the necessity of teaching remotely is over, we 
look forward to a return to in person teaching! 

On the graduate level, the pandemic has posed particular chal-
lenges. Our MA students have been completing their degree 
requirements in exceptionally challenging circumstances, with 
limited access to much needed library resources. Similar diffi-
culties have beset our doctoral students. Those who were at the 
research stage of their dissertations were compelled to return 
early from trips to archives and libraries or to postpone their 
research trips indefinitely. While the Department has sought to 
provide additional support to these students, supervisors and 
students are confronting the possibility that projects may need 
to be modified.

There has been a decrease of faculty members teaching in the 
department in the last twelve months.

Dr. Ana Siljak was promoted to Full Professor. Dr. Steven May-
nard was promoted to Associate Professor. Dr. Barrington 
Walker assumed an Associate VP position at Wilfred Laurier.

Dr. Nancy van Deusen was elected to the Royal Society of Can-
ada as a Fellow. Dr. Awet Weldemichael was elected to the Royal 
Society of Canada’s College of New Scholars, Artists, and Scien-
tists. Dr. Max Hamon, who holds the Department’s inaugural 
Buchanan Post-Doctoral Fellowship, was awarded the Wilson 
Book Prize for his first book, The Audacity of His Enterprise: 
Louis Riel and the Métis Nation That Canada Never Was, 1840–
1875, which was published by McGill-Queen’s University Press 
in 2019.

Simon Fraser University – Chair: Hilmar Pabel

All faculty are teaching remotely. From March to the end of the 
summer two colleagues supported faculty teaching in the spring 

and summer semesters along 
with one graduate-student 
Research Assistant. Two gradu-
ate-student Research Assistants 
currently provide technical sup-
port for fall teaching. Chairing 

the Department and teaching is a challenge since both remote 
administrative work and remote teaching require more time 
than in pre-Covid days.

We have lost two limited term instructors. We have added two 
limited term instructors. A third limited term instructor teaches 
25% in our Department and 75% in the Global Asia program, 
administered by our Department.

Promotions to Full Professor: Dr. Andrea Geiger, Dr. Amal 
Ghazal. Promotion to Associate Professor: Dr. Aaron Windel

In 2020, Dr. Ele Chenier won the CHA Teaching Award (Open 
Category) and the CHA Prize for Best Article.

In 2020, Dr. John Craig won a SSHRC Insight Grant for a project 
on “English Protestantism and Performances: The East Anglian 
Evidence.”

In 2020, Dr. Jeremy Brown won a Henry Luce Foundation / 
American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) Program in 
China Studies: Collaborative Reading-Workshop Grant with 
three other scholars for a project on “Doing Justice to Rape and 
Sexual Violence in PRC History.”

University of Toronto – Chair: Alison K. Smith

New hire: Funké Aladejebi, 
Black Canadian History.

Canada Research Chairs: 
Michelle Murphy, Anver 

Emon; SSHRC Insight Development Grants: Isabelle Cochelin, 
Rebecca Woods; Connaught New Researcher (U of T award): 
Tim Sayle; Canadian Historical Review (CHR) Best Article: 
Steve Penfold, for Cyril Shelford, Gasoline, and the Politics of 
Free Enterprise in Postwar British Columbia,” (Volume 100 Issue 
2, June 2019, pp. 137-159); Society for Historians of American 
Foreign Relations (SHAFR) Oxford University Press USA Dis-
sertation Prize: Cindy Ewing.

Our annual Creighton Lecture will be held on April 8, 2021. 
We are delighted to host Maya Jasanoff, Coolidge Professor of 
History and Harvard College Professor, Center for European 
Studies, Harvard University (either online or in-person, as 
appropriate). The Creighton Lecture honours the legacy of Don-
ald Creighton, Professor of Canadian History from 1928-1971.
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University of Victoria – Chair: Jason M. Colby

As it has everywhere, this pandemic has 
profoundly disrupted research and teach-
ing while adding a range of demands and 
stresses. Having said that, my colleagues have 
poured their energy and creativity into help-
ing their students as well as one another. It 
has been inspiring to see.

There has been no change in the number of teaching faculty 
in the department in the last twelve months.

Dr. Sara Beam has been promoted to full professor, and Dr. 
Georgia Sitara has been hired as assistant teaching professor. 
Dr. Charlotte Girard passed away. She was the first woman 
faculty member of the department, teaching from 1964 until 
her retirement in 1988. The department is in the process of 
hiring a Canada Research Chair in Ocean and Climate His-
tory.

Dr. Wendy Wickwire, emeritus faculty, has won several prizes 
for her book At the Bridge, including the Canadian Federa-
tion of the Humanities and Social Sciences Canada Prize and 
the CHA Clio Prize for British Columbia.

Dr. Kristin Semmens has won the 2020 Teaching Excellence 
Award for the Faculty of Humanities.

Dr. Christine O’Bonsawin has won the inaugural 2020 
Həuistəŋ Award for the faculty member who has contributed 
most to the UVic Indigenous Plan.

Dr. Jordan Stanger-Ross has received the 2020 Provost’s 
Award for Engaged Scholarship.

Western University – Chair: Francine McKenzie

There has been a decrease 
of one professor in the 
department in the last 
twelve months due to 

retirement - Luz Maria Hernandez-Saenz.

Jonathan Vance: 2020 Dean’s Award of Excellence in Teach-
ing, Shelley McKellar: LAMPHHS Best Monograph Award 
(2020) for Book, Artificial Hearts: The Allure and Ambivalence 
of a Controversial Medical Technology. Michelle Hamilton 
and Ariel Beaujot: CSDH/SCHN 2020 Outstanding Con-
tribution Award for Hear, Here London. Rebecca Northcott: 
2019 Staff Award of Excellence.

Most events are still running as planned, just virtually. Atten-
dance so far has increased as these are now accessible to a 
wider audience.

University of Winnipeg – Chair: Mark Meuwese

Like all other departments at 
the University of Winnipeg, the 
History department switched to 
online teaching at the end of the 

winter term. This proved challenging but overall faculty and students 
managed fairly well. In the spring term, instructors had to scramble 
to get their courses moved to the online format. During the summer, 
faculty invested substantial amount of their research time in prepar-
ing for online teaching. 

The History department held several zoom meetings during the 
spring and early summer where faculty discussed the challenges and 
opportunities of online teaching. Contract faculty were invited and 
participated in these meetings as well.

Overall, regular and contract faculty have made the switch to online 
teaching in the fall semester quite smoothly. Enrollments in general 
and across the various levels and subfields have remained remark-
ably stable and, in some cases, even higher than usual compared to 
last fall.

Although no formal inquiry was held, anecdotally it is fairly certain 
that faculty research declined due to the Covid-19 pandemic restric-
tions. Some faculty who were on leave and were outside of Canada 
saw their research time dry up very quickly in March. Additionally, 
faculty who had planned to do research and writing in the summer 
months were faced with the need to prepare for the novelty of online 
teaching instead.

There has been no change in the number of teaching faculty in the 
department in the last twelve months.

Our new hire is Dr. Ben Nobbs-Thiessen. He was hired as assistant 
professor and as the new chair in Mennonite Studies to replace Dr. 
Royden Loewen who retired this summer. 

Dr. Nobbs-Thiessen has a PhD in History from Emory University 
and is specialized in the Mennonite diaspora in Latin America. As 
part of his position he will serve as the new editor of the Journal of 
Mennonite Studies. 

Professor Walter Stein passed away on August 1, 2020. Professor 
Stein was a member and chair of the History Department. He retired 
from the University in 1995.

Dr. Dale Barbour will serve as the H. Sanford Riley post-doctoral 
fellow in Canadian History with the History Department in 2021.

The H. Sanford Riley lecture will be held in the spring of 2021. The 
distinguished speaker will be Dr. Tamara Myers of the University of 
British Columbia.

Dr. Mark Meuwese is the new department chair as of July 1. He has 
succeeded Dr. James Hanley who served as department chair for the 
last five years.
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Studying the history of alcohol means you get jokes and com-
ments about how much fun the field research must be. If you 
are a scholar of alcohol in Canada, you may quickly brush of 
that enthusiasm. Much academic history of alcohol, especially 
in North America, has centred on the issue of alcohol as a 
problem, most notably with an emphasis upon the temperance 
movement. This “problem framework” has distorted our under-
standing of the past, overemphasizing the power of temperance 
in the nation’s history and, in effect, misdirecting much of the 
history of Canadian alcohol in general. 

I am as guilty of this as most other booze historians. As an 
undergraduate I began studying the Woman’s Christian Tem-
perance Union in Ontario, and adopted the perception that 
the WCTU was a massively important social organization and 
a powerful part of the province’s temperance movement. When 
I began studying the Liquor Control Board of Ontario, I began 
with the assumption that the LCBO was following a temper-
ance mandate (it was not) due to the power of the movement. 
That along with my recent research into pre-prohibition liquor 
licensing has, ahem, tempered that perception, of the influences 
of both the WCTU in Canada and the temperance movement in 
national politics. 

I will not deny that the WCTU was tremendously important for 
helping many women move into the political sphere, nor will 
I deny that temperance was a persistent irritant of provincial 
and national politics. But I realized that temperance had less 
influence in Canada than historians have asserted, and that the 
WCTU may not have been as big a deal at the time as we made 
it out to be. 

The first indication I had that some of the assumptions of temper-
ance history may be erroneous was when I began reading accounts 
of temperance meetings in late-nineteenth-century Ontario 
newspapers. Whether wet or dry in orientation, the papers rarely 
mentioned the women. Women appeared infrequently on meet-
ing podiums, and even well-spoken leaders like London Ontario’s 
May R Thornley (for whom I have affection because I studied her 
union in some detail) were secondary to the men. 

The problem with the The problem with the 
problem of alcohol in problem of alcohol in 
Canada’s history. Canada’s history. 
A reflection and call to action.A reflection and call to action.

Now, you are saying: this is because it was not appropriate for 
women to be so public and so active and this is what made the 
WCTU so important. I agree, but this is my point. The WCTU 
is important to women’s history because it helped women to 
ease into the political sphere, but was it equally important to 
temperance? The extensive research on the WCTU suggests it 
was, but this is a historiographical phenomenon, not necessar-
ily a historical one. Consider that there are numerous histories 
of provincial WCTUs, but there is no published history of the 
Dominion Alliance for the Total Suppression of the Liquor 
Traffic, which was larger, more powerful, and central to the tem-
perance cause in Canada. The WCTU gets studied because it has 
historical significance to several historical fields (evangelicalism, 
women, social reform, progressivism) and that makes it look like 
they were really big at the time. I’m not sure if they were. 

The other issue of course is the assumption that temperance itself 
was a powerful and effective movement. This perception seems 
to result from two precedents: the aforementioned idea that the 
WCTU was culturally relevant at the time, and the assumption 
that the prohibition of liquor in the first decades of the twentieth 
century indicates the cultural power of temperance. 

This latter point is presentist and needs to be unpacked with 
more evidence than I can present here. Suffice it to say that in 
most provinces prohibition in the 1910s had more to do with 
wartime emergency measures than a gradual increase in tem-
perance agitation but that each province had unique experiences 
with liquor. Indeed, by the beginning of the twentieth century 
governments and reformers were investigating several ways of 
mitigating the problems of excessive drinking.

In Canada, prohibition was the most excessive approach and 
implementing it was rarely considered practical. Although pro-
hibitionists vowed to vote out any leader who did not follow 
their dictates, normally the drys voted along their own party 
lines, which was easily rationalized because there were leading 

Photo (above): Police raid in Elk Lake, Ontario, 1925. Archives of Ontario, 
C.H.J. Snider fonds, Reference Code F 1194 S 15000, I0015265.
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temperance advocates in both the major parties. Prohibition was 
not a singular issue for most drys. 

You may suggest a potential weakness to my observation: the 
outcome of the prohibition plebiscite initiated by Wilfrid Lau-
rier in the 1890s. In English Canada, a majority of votes was cast 
in favour of prohibition. This should nicely contradict my argu-
ment, that temperance was in fact very popular. 

I’ll give you more evidence to contradict me. Before and after 
that plebiscite, Ontario held its own plebiscites, and in every case 
the majority of votes cast favoured prohibition. 

So how can I suggest temperance was not as powerful as we 
think? Let’s take this step by step.

Step one. Most of these plebiscites saw low voter turnout, so the 
proportion of electors actually in favour of prohibition was far 
below a majority. Wilfrid Laurier used this argument when he 
decided not to act on the outcome in 1898. It was simply not a 
convincing number of electors. He also said it would be illib-
eral to impose prohibition on Quebec where most people voted 
against it. (Just as an aside, numerous commentators suggested 
that Tories would vote for prohibition to “embarrass” Laurier 
into having to deal with a positive result). 

Second, at the hearings of the Royal Commission on the Liquor 
Traffic in the mid-1890s, numerous witnesses explained that, 
where “local option” laws had been in place, prohibition had cre-
ated worse conditions than they sought to fix. In even the driest 
counties people could still get booze. Wets and dries alike noted 
that a large proportion of electors needed to support prohibi-
tion before it could have any hope of effectiveness, and even then 
there would be leaks in the dyke. (This is another justification 
Laurier gave for denying prohibition in 1898). 

It is possible that those who did not vote didn’t care, but it is 
more likely that those who did not vote either didn’t drink (but 
didn’t support temperance enough to head to the polls) or drank 
but knew they could get booze anyway, prohibition or not. Either 
way, it undermines assertions that the plebiscite outcomes show 
the power of temperance. 

Now why do I care about this? Well, first of all the focus on 
temperance and prohibition has served to distort the history of 
alcohol in Canada. Indeed, this problem framework is itself a 
problem that serves to silence and limit research. Second, this 
historiographical predisposition directs us away from more 
nuanced examinations of the culture of drink in Canada.

I can point to a conference in 2004 to illustrate the problem and 
indicate a change in the trend. This conference, which I co-or-
ganized with Greg Marquis, included a panel commenting on 
Craig Heron’s recently published Booze, A Distilled history. 
Most of the commentators were not very flattering of this excel-
lent, nuanced account of liquor in Canada. Not surprisingly, 
most of the critics were historians of temperance or drunken-
ness, those whose work viewed alcohol through the problem 
framework. They didn’t like his downplaying of temperance, 
or his “outsider” interpretation of drinking culture. (There was 
some subdisciplinary chauvinism, as you can see).

It was a remarkable illustration of the power and problem of 
viewing alcohol strictly as a powerful problem. What Heron did 
was look at alcohol as a common element of social life, and, I 
would argue now, put temperance in a more appropriate con-
text. (I confess that in a review at the time, newbie temperance 
historian that I was, I argued he disrespected temperance. Sorry 
Craig). 

Contrast this to the excellent essay collection Drink in Canada 
edited by my friend Cheryl Warsh. None of the articles was 
about drink, they were was about the problem of drink. Even 
the single article not about problems was about rum running, 
which frames liquor in the context of those breaking the law of 
prohibition, itself a problem. 

Heron’s book represents a turning point in booze history in 
Canada. He rejected the problem framework, seeing liquor as 
a normal part of life. It could be abused and cause trouble, but 
the trouble is not the main outcome of drinking. This approach 
represents something we need more of in Canada: cultural his-
tories of liquor as part of life. I’m not saying that all before Booze 
was problematic and all after was not, but that what Heron did 
is worth following. 

Now we need a fuller exploration of the landscape of drink 
in Canada. We need more studies of the industry, like Matt 
Bellamy’s excellent recent history of Labatt. We need local exam-
inations of drinking cultures, such as we saw in Julia Robert’s 
In Good Company about the taverns of Canada West. We need 
studies of liquor licensing, such as Sara Hamill’s PhD disser-
tation on Alberta’s LCBO, Robert Campbell’s work in BC and 
several studies in Ontario. 

We also need more relativistic views of temperance that place 
such social movements within their broader context. And we are 
desperately in need of studies of anti-temperance movements. 

I am biased, of course, but booze history is important to Can-
ada. It is more than the source of funny stories. Drinking flows 
through many political and social points in our history. The first 
case heard at the Supreme Court of Canada questioned which 
order of government had the right to license brewers. An 1893 
Privy Council decision about the authority of the provinces to 
enact prohibition has been described as fundamentally upend-
ing the expectations of the authors of the constitution about 
dominion-provincial jurisdictions. Drink is a social lubricant, a 
cultural touchstone, and a political hot potato. We need to do its 
history right. 

Use Heron’s book as a benchmark. Also use the reflection on his 
book in 2004 as an example of how alcohol as a problem was a 
problem for his book—that he seemed not to respect temper-
ance enough. Yet this is the problem. He probably put it in its 
place. A significant movement, but not the only view or even 
necessarily the most mainstream view of liquor.

Dan Malleck researches and teaches the history of medicine, alcohol pol-
icy, drug regulation, and health professions in the department of Health 
Sciences at Brock University.
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An Honourable and Impartial Tribunal
The Court Martial of Major General Henry 
Procter, Minutes of the Proceedings

transcribed and annotated by Guy St-Denis

Previously beyond the reach of most North American schol-
ars, the minutes of Major General Henry Procter’s trial offer 
a wealth of historical detail about British imperial, Canadian 
pre-Confederation, and American frontier history. Transcribed 
and annotated here for the first time, they provide engross-
ing insights into Procter’s retreat during the Battle of Mor-
aviantown in 1813. Interspersed are rare eyewitness accounts 
of the ensuing battle, which proved to be one of the worst 
reversals suffered by British arms during the War of 1812.

$39.99 • 978-1-77199-319-7 • 454 pages

Finding Refuge in Canada
Narratives of Dislocation

edited by George Melnyk and Christina Parker

This collection of personal narratives confronts dominant public 
discourse about refugee identities and histories to provide deep 
insight into the social, political, and cultural challenges and 
opportunities that refugees experience in Canada.

$27.99 • 978-1-77199-301-2 • 196 pages
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en Roumanie postcommuniste ? Quels 
sont les impacts de la présence accrue 
de la religion sur la société ? C’est sur 

le terrain, dans le cadre de pèlerinages 
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Church Control and State Pressure 
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Canon law, with particular emphasis on 
Oblate norms, was a clear expression of 
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While this sovereignty conditioned Ob-

late governance choices, the Government 
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Women in Radio
Unfiltered Voices from Canada
Edited by Geneviève A. Bonin-Labelle

Women in Radio presents the women who 
built careers in the radio industry—yet 
whose contribution has often been over-
looked simply because they were women. 
This collection of stories highlights the 
multi-faceted contributions they made to 
their field and explores issues specific to 
them. 

Citizenship in a Connected 
Canada
A Policy and Research Agenda
Edited by Elizabeth Dubois, Florian 
Martin-Bariteau

This interdisciplinary edited collection brings 
together scholars, activists, and policy makers 
to build consensus around what a connected 
society means for Canada. The collection 
offers insight on the state of citizenship in a 
digital context in Canada and proposes a re-
search and policy agenda for the way forward. 
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“ J.L. Granatstein is a 
national treasure. This 

collection of essays stirs 
the historical imagination 

and is essential reading for 
all Canadians who want to 

understand war and politics 
in all their complexity.”

Tim Cook
author of Vimy: The Battle and the Legend
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URBAN HISTORY REVIEW/
REVUE D’HISTOIRE URBAINE
utpjournals.press/uhr

NEW IN HISTORY AND CANADIAN STUDIES

utpjournals

A brilliant, balanced, spirited assemblage: this is the hockey book all scholars will 
want, all students will cite, and all true fans will actually read. Holman’s treatment 
is an Orr-like performance, or Richard-like, or Gretzky-like, as your partisanship 
demands.  —Dean Oliver, Director of Research, Canadian Museum of History

A Hotly Contested Affair: Hockey in Canada, the 2020 Volume from the Champlain 
Society, traces the historical arc of Canada’s national winter game from its “founding” 
in Montreal in the mid-1870s into the early twenty-first century. The essential 
documents presented in this book reveal how deeply embedded – and, in countless 
ways, hotly contested – hockey was among the peoples of post-Confederation 
Canada. 

Composed of more than 150 edited and annotated documents, the volume is organized 
into chapters based on ten central themes, each introduced by an interpretive essay.

Order today at champlainsociety.ca

Hockey in Canada
The National Game in Documents

Edited with an Introduction and Commentaries 
by Andrew C. Holman

A Hotly Contested Affair

The Champlain Society

Andrew
 C. Holm

an  
 

A Hotly Contested Affair: Hockey in Canada 
  

A Hotly Contested Affair: Hockey in Canada traces the historical arc of Canada’s 
national winter game from its “founding” in Montreal in the mid-1870s into 
the early twenty-first century. The essential documents presented in this book 
reveal how deeply embedded—and, in countless ways, hotly contested—
hockey was among the peoples of post-Confederation Canada. 

Andrew C. Holman is Professor of History at Bridgewater State University 
in Massachusetts. His many books include Hockey: A Global History (with 
Stephen Hardy, 2018); The Same but Different: Hockey in Quebec (edited,  
with Jason Blake, 2017); and Canada’s Game: Hockey and Identity (2009).

Cover image: Gordie Howe Checking Gordie Hannigan by Bettmann ©Getty Images

© 2020 The Champlain Society     
champlainsociety.ca

A brilliant, balanced, spirited assemblage: this is the hockey book all scholars 
will want, all students will cite, and all true fans will actually read. Holman’s 
treatment is an Orr-like performance, or Richard-like, or Gretzky-like, as your 
partisanship demands. 
      —Dean Oliver, Director of Research, Canadian Museum of History.

A Hotly Contested Affair brilliantly emphasizes the tensions, debates, and 
complexities in Canadian hockey history. It is a triumph, a must-read for 
scholars, students, and hockey enthusiasts.
      —Carly Adams, Professor of Kinesiology and Physical Education, University of Lethbridge.

Andrew C. Holman has done a superb job of curating and presenting this 
exciting material. A Hotly Contested Affair is both informative and a delight  
to read. I strongly recommend it!
      —Daniel Béland, Director of the McGill Institute for the Study of Canada, McGill University.

A fascinating collection of historical documents, critically contextualized 
by an expert in the field, A Hotly Contested Affair will delight fans of hockey, 
sport, and Canadiana and provoke new ways of thinking about Canada’s 
national game. 
      —Paul Litt, Professor of History, Carleton University.

NEW TO UTP! 
Since 1972, the Urban History Review/Revue 
d’histoire urbaine has been the journal of Canadian 
urban history. Its mandate is to publish articles and 
research notes in either English or French which 
further our understanding of Canada’s urban past. 
UHR is available online only.

Noddle Pox: Syphilis and the Conception of Nosomania/
Nosophobia (c. 1665–c. 1965)
Diederik F. Janssen

Inpatients at the St. John’s General Hospital: Morbidity in Late
19th-Century Newfoundland and Labrador
Madeleine Mant

“Une plus brillante moisson de citoyens sains et robustes”:
Eugenic Discourses in French Canada (1902–10)
Vincent Auffrey

Building Community and Transforming Knowledge: Histories
of Women’s Health Practitioners and Community-Based Health
Services in 20th-Century Alberta, Canada
Karissa R. Patton and Emily B. Kaliel

Race, Kidney Transplants, Immunosuppression Research, and
White Supremacy under Apartheid, 1960–80
Simonne Horwitz

Incertitude diagnostique et action politique : une association
de parents face aux politiques de l’autisme, 1982–2017
Dannick Rivest et Julien Prud’homme
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Georgina Feldberg Memorial Student Award in the History of Health  
and Medicine 
The CSHM-SCHM invites students to submit essays for the Georgina Feldberg 
Memorial Student Award in the History of Health and Medicine. Dr. Feldberg was a 
dedicated teacher and scholar of the social history of medicine, public health, and 
the gendered politics of disease, who firmly believed that history has an important 
role to play in shaping public policy. Deadline for applications is January 31, 2021.
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En réponse au Manifeste des des enseignants d’histoire en situation précaire, la SHC organise une séries de webinanires 
pour discuter des enjeux liés aux historiens et historiennes en situation de précarité. Ces webinaires se dérouleront en 
direct sur la chaîne YouTube de la SHC. De plus amples renseignements suivront. En espérant que vous serez des nôtres. 

INSCRIVEZ CES DATES À VOTRE AGENDA !

Les historiens en situation précaire, diversité & 
inclusion, et les départements d’histoire.

Une série de webinaires Zoom inspirée du Precarious 
Historical Instructors’ Manifesto

Le vendredi 20 novembre 2020  
(13h00 heure de l’Est)

Animatrice :  Shannon McSheffrey

Participants :  Chandra Pasma ; Tina Chen; Crystal Fraser 
; Catherine Murton Stoehr ; Ian Mosby ; Stacey Zembrzy-
cki ; John Lutz.

Ressources : Rapport de CCPA [Chandra Pasma] Con-
tract U : Contract Faculty Appointments at Canadian 
Universities.

Les historiens en situation précaire, les syndicats & les 
universités néo-libérales.

Une série de webinaires Zoom inspirée du Precarious 
Historical Instructors’ Manifesto

Le vendredi 22 janvier 2021 
(13h00 heure de l’Est)

Animatrice :  Nancy Janovicek  

Participants :  Godefroy Desrosiers-Lauzon ; Peter 
McInnis ; Christine Gauthier ; Jeremy Milloy ; Catherine 
Larochelle ; Janis Thiessen.

Ressources : Énoncé de principes - Équité envers le per-
sonnel académique contractuel et Almanach de l’ensei-
gnement postsecondaire de l’ACPPU.

Godefroy Desrosiers-Lauzon, Les chargés de cours crient 
au secours, Le Devoir (20 juin 2020).

Subalternéité et agentivité : les enseignant.e.s contrac-
tuel.le.s au sein des universités nord-américaines (3 mai 
2020). Programme d’ACFAS.

Les historiens en situation précaire & bienveillance 
disciplinaire. La SHC : que peut-elle faire ?

Une série de webinaires Zoom inspirée du Precarious 
Historical Instructors’ Manifesto

Le vendredi 19 mars 2021 
(13h00 heure de l’Est)

Animateur : Barrington Walker

Participants : Ele Chenier ; Laura Madokoro ; Andrea Ei-
dinger ; Harold Bérubé ; David Tough ; Letitia Johnson. 

Ressources : les femmes en milieu universitaire (Ele 
Chenier). Radical Inclusion: Equity and Diversity Among 
Female Faculty at Simon Fraser University

https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/contract-u
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/contract-u
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/contract-u
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
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e
In response to the Precarious Historical Instructors’ Manifesto, the CHA is organizing a series of webinars to discuss issues 
related to historians in precarious situations. These webinars will take place live on the CHA’s YouTube channel. More de-

tails to follow. We hope you will join us. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Precarious Historians, Diversity & Inclusion, and 
History Departments.

A CHA Series (Zoom) Inspired by the Precarious Histori-
cal Instructors’ Manifesto

Friday November 20th 2020 

(1 pm EST)

Chair:  Shannon McSheffrey

Participants:  Chandra Pasma; Tina Chen; Crystal Fraser; 
Catherine Murton Stoehr; Ian Mosby; Stacey Zembrzycki; 
John Lutz.

Resources: CCPA report [Chandra Pasma] Contract U: 
Contract Faculty Appointments at Canadian Universities 
and CUPE Database.

Precarious Historians, Trade Unions & the  
Neo-Liberal University. 

A CHA Series (Zoom) Inspired by the Precarious Histori-
cal Instructors’ Manifesto

Friday January 22nd  2021 

(1 pm EST)

Chair:  Nancy Janovicek  

Participants:  Godefroy Desrosiers-Lauzon; Peter McIn-
nis; Christine Gauthier; Jeremy Milloy; Catherine Laro-
chelle; Janis Thiessen.

Resources:  Contract Academic Staff Committee of the 
CAUT Policy Statement on Fairness and CAUT Almanac 
of Post-secondary education employment. 

Godefroy Desrosiers-Lauzon, Les chargés de cours crient 
au secours, Le Devoir (20 juin 2020).

Subalternéité et agentivité : les enseignant.e.s contrac-
tuel.le.s au sein des universités nord-américaines (3 mai 
2020). Programme d’ACFAS.

Precarious Historians & Disciplinary Caring:  
What can the CHA do? 

A CHA Series (Zoom) Inspired by the Precarious Histori-
cal Instructors’ Manifesto

Friday March 19th  2021 

(1 pm EST)

Chair: Barrington Walker

Participants: Ele Chenier; Laura Madokoro; Andrea Ei-
dinger; Harold Bérubé; David Tough; Letitia Johnson. 

Resources: Academic Women (Ele Chenier). Radical 
Inclusion: Equity and Diversity Among Female Faculty at 
Simon Fraser University. 

https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/contract-u
https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/contract-u
https://cupe.ca/contract-faculty-appointments-canada-cupe-database
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://www.caut.ca/about-us/caut-policy/lists/caut-policy-statements/policy-statement-on-fairness-for-contract-academic-staff
https://www.caut.ca/about-us/caut-policy/lists/caut-policy-statements/policy-statement-on-fairness-for-contract-academic-staff
https://www.caut.ca/latest/publications/almanac
https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/idees/581138/coronavirus-les-charges-de-cours-crient-au-secours
https://www.ledevoir.com/opinion/idees/581138/coronavirus-les-charges-de-cours-crient-au-secours
https://www.acfas.ca/evenements/congres/programme-preliminaire/400/407
https://www.acfas.ca/evenements/congres/programme-preliminaire/400/407
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/
https://activehistory.ca/2020/02/precarious-historical-instructors-manifesto/


The CHA is pleased to announce the launch of its 2019 prize 
competitions. Many thanks go to the two Council members 
responsible for the prizes – Lisa Chilton (Clio and John Bullen) 
and Nancy Janovicek (CHA’s Best Scholarly Book in Canadian 
History, Wallace K. Ferguson and Jean-Marie Fecteau). The 
CHA is also grateful to the numerous individuals who sit on the 
various prize committees.

La SHC est heureuse d’annoncer le lancement de ses concours de 
prix 2019. Nous tenons à remercier les deux membres du CA qui 
sont responsables des prix – Sean Kheraj (Clio, Albert-B.-Corey 
et John-Bullen) et Nancy Janovicek (François-Xavier-Garneau, 
Meilleur livre savant sur l’histoire du Canada de la SHC, Wal-
lace-K.-Ferguson et Jean-Marie-Fecteau). La SHC est également 
reconnaissante envers les nombreuses personnes qui siègent sur 
les différents comités de prix.

Here are the prizes that will be presented at the 2021 CHA 
Annual Meeting in 2021 | Voici la liste des prix qui seront pré-
sentés à la réunion annuelle 2021 de la SHC.

Canadian HistoriCal assoCiation’s Best sCHolarly Book 
in Canadian History | Prix du Meilleur livre savant sur 

l’Histoire du Canada de la sHC 

Membres du Jury members – Serge Bernier, James Dashuk, Yves 
Frenette, Sarah Glassford (Chair | présidente), Nancy Janovicek 
(non-voting), Christabelle Sethna.

Prix WallaCe k. Ferguson Prize 

Membres du Jury members - Matt Farish, Godefroy Des-
rosiers-Lauzon (Chair | président), Nancy Janovicek 
(non-voting), Meredith Terretta. 

les Prix Clios Prizes

Membres du Jury members

• The | Les Maritimes : Elizabeth Mancke, Corey Slumkoski, 
Jeff Webb.

2021 CHA Prize Competitions
Les concours des prix 2021 de la SHC

• Québec : Karine 
Duhamel, Alain Roy, 
Stéphane Savard.

• Ontario : Ken Cruikshank, 
Carmen Nielson, Katrina Srigley.

• The | Les Prairies : Matthew McRae, Carolyn 
Podruchny, PearlAnn Reichwein.

• British Columbia | La Colombie-Britannique : Tina Block, 
Ben Bradley, Sarah Nickel.

• The North | Le Nord : Peter Dolata, Jonathan Peyton, Peder 
Roberts.

le Prix JoHn Bullen Prize 

Membres du Jury members - Felice Lifshitz, Jordan Stanger-Ross, 
Annette Timm.

le Prix Jean-Marie FeCteau Prize  

Membres du Jury members – Mathieu Arsenault, Jennifer Bon-
nell, Alan Gordon.

Best artiCle Prize in tHe JCHa | 
Prix du Meilleur artiCle dans la rsHC 

CHa exCellenCe in teaCHing WitH PriMary sourCes 
Prizes | Prix de la sHC Pour l’exCellenCe en 

enseigneMent aveC des sourCes PriMaires

Membres du Jury members – Letitia Johnson, Jo McCutcheon, 
Allyson Stevenson.

Please note that the deadline to submit a candidacy for all of the 
prizes is December 31, 2020. Visit the CHA website  - www.cha-
shc.ca for more details on the prizes.

Veuillez noter que la date limite pour les prix est le 31 décembre 
2020. Consultez le  site Internet  de la SHC (www.cha-shc.ca) 
pour plus de renseignements.

CHACHA
SHCSHC
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History in the Public Space L’histoire sur la place publique

Thoughts on Edmonton’s Monuments to Settler Men
By Sarah Carter

Premier Jason Kenny would be ill-advised to glue together Mon-
treal’s toppled John A. Macdonald statue and crate it to Alberta, 
but if he insists, I propose it be placed on the grounds of the leg-
islature beside the statue of Donald A. Smith, Lord Strathcona, 
(1820 – 1914) who is depicted hammering the last spike of the 
CPR in 1885. Smith was Governor of the HBC, President of the 
Bank of Montreal, a politician, founding member of the CPR, 
and High Commissioner to Great Britain. Both Scotsmen, born 
five years apart, it might be assumed they were on good terms, 
but Macdonald viewed Smith as a traitor who helped to bring 
down his government in1873. Macdonald bellowed in the house 
“That fellow Smith is the biggest liar I ever met,” and it is alleged 
he told a cabinet minister that same day “I could lick that man 
Smith quicker than hell could frizzle a feather.”

Smith accumulated a vast personal fortune. Some of that wealth 
was acquired through dealings in Metis scrip. To cast a critical 
eye on Smith is not to “rewrite” history. He had many detractors 
in his day, including Macdonald. W.T.R. Preston’s 1914 biography 
The Life and Times of Lord Strathcona, describes him as corrupt 
and unscrupulous, and includes a section on “robbing” the Metis.

Another uneasy coupling is not far away from the legislature; 
McDougall Church is overshadowed by the Chateau Lacombe, 
just across the street. Both were missionaries competing for con-
verts to the Methodist and Roman Catholic churches, at about 
the same time, though George McDougall met an untimely end 
in 1876 being found frozen to death on Calgary’s Nose Hill. Both 
have been celebrated for their pioneering work but in Indige-
nous communities they are not as revered. In 1866 McDougall 
removed the Manitou Stone, sacred to the Plains peoples, and 
sent it off to Ontario. Father Albert Lacombe helped establish 
residential schools for Indigenous children in Alberta, urging in 
1885 that parents be compelled to give up their children, that 
punishment and coercion be used to enforce order and obe-
dience, and that high fences be built around the grounds so 
that pupils would not be able to see or speak with “obnoxious” 
visiting family members. Lacombe’s Catholic ladder with illus-
trations of Indigenous people who did not convert burning in 
hell frightened generations of residential school students.

Downtown Edmonton is a forest of monuments to our settler 
colonial past, and to the view of history as the celebration of 
the deeds of settler men. These include the magisterial Hotel 
Macdonald, built in 1915 and named after Sir JAM. A plaque 
honouring Frank Oliver, though vandalized and removed in 
August 2020, was on the north grounds of the hotel. Oliver, 
founder of the Edmonton Bulletin and Liberal politician would 
not be happy being towered over by Macdonald. Oliver was 

embittered toward Macdonald and the Conservatives from 
1881 when the CPR was re-routed far to the south bypassing 
Edmonton. Oliver was intolerant of non-British immigrants and 
Indigenous people and he worked diligently to diminish First 
Nations reserves, and in the case of the Paspaschase Cree of 
south Edmonton, he and his allies succeeded in dissolving their 
reserve altogether. 

There is a photograph of Elizabeth (Betsy) Brass Donald, mem-
ber of the Paspaschase Band, standing defiantly in front of what 
appears to be Frank Oliver’s house around 1905. Drawing on the 
work of University of Alberta Professor Dwayne Donald, the 
great great grandson of this Cree woman, poet Marilyn Dumont 
has written a moving poem, “The Land She Came From.”1 It 
would be fitting to have this poem on a plaque somewhere in 
this forest of monuments to settler men. Perhaps in addition, 
the Hotel Macdonald could be re-named the Hotel Betsy Brass 
Donald. She would gaze over the riverbank to the south where 
neighbourhoods including Strathcona were established on 
Paspaschase land. Dumont’s poem mentions Metis scrip “profi-
teers, Lord Strathcona for one…”

The most gratifying aspect of the toppled statues and other 
controversies over commemoration is the public debate and 
enhanced awareness of the activities and legacies of the settler 
men previously held up as heroes. The few monuments to set-
tler women in Edmonton however, also reflect a reverence for 
the accomplishments of settler colonialism. Seventy-four con-
gregations of Catholic Sisters are honoured with a statue on the 
legislature grounds, and they were deeply involved with residen-
tial schools for decades. But they also built hospitals and assisted 
recent immigrants. We should not replace blind hero-worship 
with outright condemnation. There are important signs of 
change, with Oliver School to be re-named (as is Dan Knott 
School, named for an Edmonton mayor associated with the Ku 
Klux Klan). In 20127 a provincial building was named for Indig-
enous activist Muriel Stanley Venne. This is the first building in 
the province to be named after an Indigenous woman and it is 
a pity it took until 2017. I would further propose that the CN 
Tower be re-named after the Metis ironworkers who built it.2

1 Dwayne Trevor Donald, “Edmonton Pentimento: Re-Reading His-
tory in the Case of the Papaschase Cree,” Journal of the Canadian Asso-
ciation for Curriculum Studies 2:1 (Spring 2004); Marilyn Dumont’s 
poem is available at https://arcpoetry.ca/2014/04/21/national-poetry-
month-marilyn-dumont-the-land-she-came-from/
2 See the video “Waltzing with the Angels,” on the website of the 
Alberta Labour History Institute http://albertalabourhistory.org/ based 
on interviews with the Metis ironworkers. The interviews with these 
workers are also available on this website. 

http://albertalabourhistory.org/
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2021 CHA Election Élection 2021 de la SHC

In order to prepare a ballot for the election of candidates who 
will take office in 2021, the Nominating Committee of the CHA 
wishes to draw your attention to the following procedure.

Nominations of candidates for the Vice-President (to be on the 
2022 election ballot), and positions on the Council as well at the 
Nominating Committee for 2021 will be accepted in writing, by 
email or fax until December 31, 2020. Letters of nomination 
shall include the signatures of the nominator and a seconder, both 
of whom must be members of the Association in good standing at 
the time the nomination is submitted. The Nominating Commit-
tee will assume the responsibility of ensuring that each person 

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
Vice-President Candidate for the 2022 Election & Candidates  

for Council & the Nominating Committee in 2021
nominated agrees to appear on the ballot. The names of all duly 
nominated candidates shall appear on the ballot prepared by the 
Nominating Committee and submitted to the membership. This 
ballot shall include not less than one candidate for Vice-Presi-
dent, six candidates for the Council and four candidates for the 
Nominating Committee to have one Vice-President candidate 
on the 2022 ballot, and the three positions on Council and the 
two positions on the Nominating Committee for 2021. If fewer 
candidates than required have been nominated by December 
31, 2020, the Nominating Committee shall nominate additional 
candidates. The elections results will be announced at the AGM 
in June 2021.

NOMINATION FORM
We, ___________________________________________, ___________________________________________,

members in good standing of the Canadian Historical Association, nominate 

__________________________________________, of _________________________________________________
(Rank or Function, University or employer, city)

to the position of:

Vice-President

Council Member

Nominating Committee Member

The Candidate has been consulted and has accepted             

Signature - Proposer : _________________________________________________

Signature  - Seconder : ________________________________________________

At ______________________________   Date _____________________________

Please provide a short biographical note (250 words or less) of those nominated (in both English and 
French if possible).

Please send your nomination by email, before December 31, 2020 to the CHA office at mduquet@cha-shc.ca or 
by mail/fax at the CHA office: 130 Albert Street, Suite 1912, Ottawa (ON) K1P 5G4, fax 613 565-5445.
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Afin de préparer les bulletins de vote pour l’élection des membres 
qui entreront en fonction en 2021, le Comité de mises en candida-
ture de la SHC tient à vous faire part de la procédure suivante.

Le bureau de la SHC acceptera les propositions de candidats à la 
vice-présidence (qui sera sur le bulletin de vote de 2022), et au 
Conseil d’administration et au Comité de mises en candidature par 
écrit, courriel ou télécopie jusqu’au 31 décembre 2020. Les sou-
missions doivent porter la signature de la personne qui propose une 
candidature et celle de la personne qui appuie cette candidature. Les 
signataires doivent être membres en règle de la SHC au moment où 
ils soumettent leur proposition. Le Comité de mises en candidature 
s’assurera que chaque personne proposée accepte d’être candidat. 

Les noms de tous les candidats dûment présentés seront inscrits sur 
les bulletins de vote qui auront été préparés par le Comité de mise 
en candidature et qui seront distribués à l’ensemble des membres 
de la SHC. Sur le bulletin de vote, au moins 1 (un) candidat à la 
vice-présidence (en 2022), au moins 6 (six) candidats pour le CA et 
au moins 4 (quatre) candidats pour le Comité de mises en candida-
ture doivent être inscrits pour remplir le poste de vice-président en 
2022, les 3 (trois) postes au sein du Conseil d’administration et les 
2 (deux) postes sur le Comité de mises en candidature en 2021. Si, 
au 31 décembre 2020, le nombre réglementaire de candidats n’est 
pas atteint, le Comité de mises en candidature se chargera de trou-
ver des candidats supplémentaires. Les résultats de l’élection seront 
annoncés à la Réunion annuelle en 2021.

APPEL DE MISES EN CANDIDATURE
Nominations à la Vice-Présidence en 2022 et Candidatures pour le  

Conseil d’administration et le Comité de mises en candidature pour 2021

FORMULAIRE DE MISE EN CANDIDATURE
Nous, ___________________________________________, ___________________________________________,

membres en règle de la Société historique du Canada, proposons la candidature de

__________________________________________, de _________________________________________________
(Fonction, titre, université ou emploi, ville)

au poste de :

La vice-présidence

Le conseil d’administration

Le comité des mises en candidature

La personne mise en candidature a accepté             

Signature - Parrain | marraine : _________________________________________________

Signature  - 2e parrain | 2e marraine : ___________________________________________

fait à ______________________________ le (date) ________________________________

Veuillez, s’il vous plaît, nous fournir une courte biographie (250 mots maximum) de la personne 
présentée (dans les deux langues officielles si possible).

Veuillez faire parvenir votre mise en candidature par courriel, avant le 31 décembre 2020, au bureau de la SHC 
au mduquet@cha-shc.ca ou par la poste au bureau de la SHC ; 130, rue Albert, pièce 1912, Ottawa, ON K1P 
5G4, ou par télécopie 613 565-5445.

2021 CHA Election Élection 2021 de la SHC
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History and 
Archives

L’histoire et 
les archives

Archive stories are stories about, well, archives, the things that 
we find in them, and the things that we know we will never find. 
They are also invitations to reflect on how and why archival 
evidence – from a routinely-generated source to a single pho-
tograph – was created and what it can and can’t tell us about the 
past.

This archive story begins with a text: “Look at what Erin Millions 
found.” A post-doctoral fellow at the University of Winnipeg, 
Erin had spent the evening preparing a lecture on Indigenous 
women’s activism. Searching for images of Kahn-Tineta Horn, 
an Indigenous rights activist from Kahnawà:ke, Quebec, she dis-
covered what she described as an “amazing” photograph in the 
Toronto Public Library labeled “Kahn-Tineta Horn and Profes-
sors.” A few minutes later, she tweeted it. Texting me a screen 
shot of Erin’s tweet, Adele Perry added, “So much to say here.”

Indeed, there is, making this photograph a story about race, gen-
der, Indigeneity, and the writing of Canadian history.

Although he does not appear in the photograph, publisher Jack 
McClelland was the impresario behind it. A shameless promoter 
of authors and their books, he loved to stage events and stunts, 
the next more outlandish than the last, insisting that there is no 
such thing as bad publicity. It’s not clear who came up with the 
idea, but everyone seemed to think it was a good idea. What 
could be better, McClelland’s advertising manager asked, “than 
a girl who is not only beautiful but who belongs to the race of 
original Canadians?”1

With that, McClelland hired Kahn-Tineta Horn, then a Mon-
treal model, to appear at a June 1963 press conference to launch 
the Centenary Series, a multi-volume history of Canada to mark 
Canada’s fast-approaching centenary. Wearing a Jackie Ken-
nedy-like dress and a beauty pageant sash, she posed as Miss 
Canadian History with three historians, Donald Creighton, Ger-
ald Craig, and W.L. (Bill) Morton.

“Sex sells lots of novels,” wrote The Globe and Mail’s Bill Deacon, 
“but until this week I had never heard of it being used to pro-
mote a distinguished history series.” Using sexist language, he 
described Horn as “lissome” – meaning “thin, supple, and grace-
ful” – and as “the centre of attention” – no one was interested 
in the “eminent historians” except for the “near-sighted and the 
1 Quotation in Jeffrey McNairn, “Introduction to the Wynford Edi-
tion,” in Gerald M. Craig, Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-
1841 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013), xv.

over-aged.” He then drew on the racist and harmful stereotype 
of the promiscuous Indigenous woman, when, with an adoles-
cent nudge nudge, wink wink, he wondered what might have 
happened had Jacques Cartier met Kahn-Tineta Horn. Why, he 
said, it may have changed the whole course of Canadian history.2

Writing in the The Toronto Star, Frank Moritsugu confessed that 
he wasn’t particularly interested Canadian history, “until yester-
day,” that is, when he went to an event featuring Miss Canadian 
History, who, someone had assured him, was a piece of “high-
class cheesecake.” But Miss Horn, he said, “is intelligent as well 
as comely” and he is now “a history nut.”3

Hardly innocent, the language of the Globe and Mail and 
the Toronto Star belonged to what the National Inquiry into 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls called the 
hypersexualization of Indigenous women, a process that directly 
contributed to the violence they experienced.

What exactly was the Centenary Series? Conceived in 1955, it 
was, to use The Star’s phrase, a history nut’s dream: a multi-vol-
ume, multi-author, definitive history of Canada. It was also very 
much a product of its time and place. As Executive Editor, Bill 
Morton wanted the series “to re-emphasize the British connec-
tion and the European heritage of Canada.”4 A few years later, 
in a short piece to promote the series, he referred to Canada’s 
“essential character” as English and French.5

2 Bill Deacon, “Meet Miss Canadian History,” Globe and Mail, 15 June 
1963.
3 Frank Moritsugu, “Miss Canadian History & Friends,” Toronto 
Star, 11 June 1963.
4 Quotation in Lyle Dick, “‘A Growing Necessity for Canada’: W.L. 
Morton’s Centenary Series and the Forms of National History, 1955-
80,” Canadian Historical Review 82, 2 (June 2001), 229.
5 W.L. Morton, “A Fresh Look at History,” Canada Month (November 
1963), 13.

Photo: Miss Canadian History and Friends. Norman James/Toronto Star, 
TPL Baldwin Collection, tspa_0055574f, Toronto Reference Library.

Miss Canadian History
An Archive Story
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This didn’t leave a lot of room for Indigenous peoples. Even 
before the first volume was published – as Lyle Dick discovered 
in the course of his research on the series – the Indian Eskimo 
Association of Canada asked the extent to which the series will 
provide “a reliable account of the contribution of our Indians to 
the development of Canada.” (Parenthetically, the reference to 
“our Indians” points to the mostly non-Indigenous, if well-inten-
tioned, membership of the IEA.)  Morton assured the IEA that 
the authors will give it all of the attention that they can, before 
quickly adding that anthropological and sociological treatments 
are “not to be expected.”6

Morton had a point. Both the individual volumes and the series 
itself were to be synoptic and, in the 1950s and 1960s, there was 
very little historical writing about Indigenous peoples to draw on. 
With one or two notable exceptions, the profession’s assumption 
was largely Donald Creighton’s assumption in The Commercial 
Empire of the St. Lawrence: Indigenous peoples were destined 
to disappear. “White settlement had conquered the empire of 
the St. Lawrence,” he wrote, “and the Indians had been driven 
before it, driven irresistibly through defeat and shame towards 
their final degradation – towards the reserve, the shapeless alien 
clothes, the crafts debased and meaningless in a new age, and the 
dull, uncomprehending, haunted search for something which 
had irrevocably vanished.”7

In their introduction to Gerald Craig’s volume, the seventh in 
the series but the first to be published, Bill Morton and Don-
ald Creighton made a fascinating, if unintentional, observation. 
Upper Canada: The Formative Years, they said, addresses “the 
adjustment of French and English institutions, the relations of 
church and state, [and] the claims of imperial unity and colo-
nial responsible government.” These, they proclaimed, drawing 
on the authority of the white male voice, are “the great issues of 
Canadian history.”8

In many ways, The Formative Years was – and still is – a very good 
book. In his fab introduction to a 2013 edition, Jeff McNairn 
notes that Craig’s “treatment of Upper Canadian politics has not 
been superceded in the intervening five decades.” Incredibly, it 
remains the first and only “single-volume scholarly history of 
Upper Canada.”9

But as McNairn points out, no book is perfect. For example, Indig-
enous peoples make only a handful of cameo appearances in The 
Formative Years before disappearing altogether after the War of 
1812. Especially jarring are Craig’s descriptions of early Upper 
Canada as “almost untouched by civilization” and “empty.”10

In The Kingdom of Canada – which was not part of the Cente-
nary Series but which was launched beside The Formative Years 

6 Quotations in Dick, 236.
7 Donald Creighton, The Commercial Empire of the St. Lawrence (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1937), 201.
8 W.L. Morton and Donald Creighton, “The Canadian Centenary 
Series,” in Craig, xii.
9 McNairn, iv.
10 Craig, 1, 128.

– Morton used similar adjectives, describing the North West as 
“empty,” the Pacific Slope as “vast and empty,” the Arctic archi-
pelago as “vast and vacant,” and the Plains Indians as “doomed,” 
their “primitive minds” unable to comprehend what was hap-
pening. The language of emptiness and inevitability was easy 
and exculpatory: no crime had been committed because no one 
had been here and, even if they had been, they were primitive, 
outside the march of civilization, and therefore doomed, in Mor-
ton’s historical calculus, to “vanish.”11

The story of “Kahn-Tineta Horn and Professors” is a story about 
irony: an Indigenous woman was hired to promote a history that 
erases her history. But it’s also a story about agency and the long 
history of Indigenous women’s activism.

“Militantly proud of her Indian heritage,” to quote the Toronto 
Star, Kahn-Tineta Horn knew that the northern half of North 
America was never empty and that her people were never prim-
itive.   Refusing to play the role of the beautiful but retiring 
woman, content to look nice while the men discussed responsi-
ble government and the other great issues of Canadian history, 
she brilliantly used the press conference to promote her own 
project: “an Indian history of Canada.” To negate the image of 
her people as “savages,” she said, she wanted to write a book for 
the general reader that would be inexpensively produced and 
widely distributed.12 In ways that Morton, Creighton, and Craig 
could never understand, Horn understood what it is like to be 
erased, to be transformed by the authority of the male voice and 
the authority of the historian’s voice into an unreliable witness to 
her own experience and to her own history.

A year later, Peter Gzowski profiled Kahn-Tineta Horn 
in  Maclean’s,  describing her “one-girl campaign to improve 
the Indians’ lot” as “furious.”13 That campaign, with its many 
twists and turns, from the Red Power Movement and the Indian 
Legal Defence Committee of the 1960s and early 1970s to the 
Oka Crisis and the standoffs over land in the 1990s and 2000s, 
is the subject of Coffee With My Ma, a podcast by Kaniehtiio 
Horn, Kahn-Tineta Horn’s daughter. In part, it’s also the sub-
ject of writer Paul Seesequasis’s ongoing project to tell the stories 
behind archival photographs of Indigenous peoples (https://
paulseesequasis.com/).

Although Horn never finished her book, she has led a fearless 
life: she didn’t have to write history; she made it.

Donald Wright teaches history and politics at UNB and is the 
author of Canada: A Very Short Introduction. This text was pre-
viously posted on Active History’s website on 1 September 2020 
at http://activehistory.ca/2020/09/miss-canadian-history-an-ar-
chive-story.

11 W.L. Morton, The Kingdom of Canada: A General History from Earli-
est Times (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart, 1963), 360, 300, 360, 366.
12 Toronto Star, 11 June 1963.
13 Peter Gzowski, “How Kahn-Tineta Horn Became an Indian,” Maclean’s 
(16 May 1964), 22.

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/unreserved/on-the-mic-indigenous-podcasters-taking-space-and-sharing-stories-1.4841296/i-want-to-celebrate-elders-kaniehtiio-horn-on-her-podcast-coffee-with-my-ma-1.4841876
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Our historical record is undergoing dramatic transformation 
as we increasingly communicate through digital technologies. 
Today, more than half of the world’s population is online, shar-
ing thoughts through email, posting musings on Twitter or 
social media, or publishing a wide variety of content on the Web. 
Governments, too, engage with the public through websites and 
social media, as well as conduct their own business through 
e-mails, PDFs, and Word documents. During the age of COVID, 
digital media has been more important than ever as we connect 
with our students, friends, and families; and we cap off our eve-
nings, “doomscrolling” through social media feeds before we 
fretfully slide off to sleep.

What does this mean for historians? As attention in our discipline 
begins to turn towards the mid-to-late 1990s, we increasingly 
confront historical records that dramatically differ from what 
has come before. 

A Changing Historical Record Needs New Tools: 
Archives Unleashed and the Internet Archive

Machine at https://archive.org/web/, type in a search query or 
keyword that you are interested in, and sift through the needles 
in haystacks. While there are some special collections, such as 
the University of Toronto Libraries great collection of Canadian 
political parties and interest groups (https://archive-it.org/col-
lections/227), rudimentary search interfaces mean that you can 
type in something like “Stephen Harper” and be rewarded with 
thousands of results, with no real ability to make sense of it all. 

Since 2017, our Archives Unleashed Project has been trying 
to make this data accessible. We have done this by creating 
the Archives Unleashed Cloud (see Figure 1), a novel service 
hosted by Compute Canada that can let a librarian or archivist 
take their collection, process it, and then let scholars download 
datasets to work with the information in a format amenable 
to processing. This has also witnessed the development of a 
wide array of underlying infrastructure, such as the Archives 
Unleashed Toolkit, a command-line program that lets a scholar 
take web archival files and transform them. Our main goal has 
been to lower the barriers: we don’t want historians to have to be 
programmers, we just want them to be able to answer research 
questions with the tools that we provide.

The downside to the initial approach in Archives Unleashed was 
the silo’ing of projects: the Internet Archive collects data, often 
with help from their partners, and then, to analyze it, data had 
to be transferred from them in San Francisco to our Compute 
Canada servers in British Columbia, requiring new passwords, 
and crucially, just adding all sorts of plumbing along the way. 
What if anybody who was working with the Internet Archive 
could access our tools… through the Internet Archive?

Integrating Archives Unleashed with the Internet Archive

Our current project involves merging our project’s analytical 
tools with the Internet Archive’s Archive-It service, providing 
an end-to-end process for collecting and studying archived web 
records and data. 

None of this could be done by myself, a historian, alone. While 
I’m the nominal principal investigator, our project is truly a 
collaboration of four co-principal investigators. Our leadership 
team is composed of myself (a historian), Nick Ruest (a librarian 
at York University), Jimmy Lin (a computer scientist at Water-
loo), and Jefferson Bailey (the Director of Web Archiving & Data 
Services at the Internet Archive); for this project, we’re joined by 

Our historical record is undergoing dramatic 
transformation as we increasingly communicate 
through digital technologies. What does this mean 
for historians? As attention in our discipline 
begins to turn towards the mid-to-late 1990s, 
we increasingly confront historical records that 
dramatically differ from what has come before.

Thanks to the support of a substantial award from The Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation to the University of Waterloo, our 
research team at the University of Waterloo and York University 
is teaming up with librarians and technologists at the Internet 
Archive to make web archives accessible to the next generation 
of historians. In this short article, let me explain the current sit-
uation when it comes to researching with web archives, and how 
our project will let scholars “unleash” web archival data for their 
research. We’d love to work with and hear from researchers, so 
please do connect with us if you have any questions.

The Current Situation

Right now, working with web archives is difficult for histori-
ans. You essentially need to visit the Internet Archive’s Wayback 

History and 
Archives

L’histoire et 
les archives

https://archive.org/web/
https://archive-it.org/collections/227
https://archive-it.org/collections/227
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Samantha Fritz (our long-time project manager extraordinaire 
at the University of Waterloo), Helge Holzmann (a web data 
engineer at the Internet Archive), and Lori Donovan (a senior 
program manager at the Internet Archive).

I bring my subject matter expertise as a historian, Bailey and 
Ruest can apply their cutting-edge approaches to the ethical-
ly-informed extraction and arrangement of web archival data, 
and Lin’s background is in information retrieval; the others 
bring a long track record of domain expertise to make this all 
possible. Together, we are confident that we’ll be able to produce 
a product that can help future users make sense of all of their 
data. 

What could this really mean? 

For future historians, struggling with thousands upon thousands 
of COVID-19 pages, the Archives Unleashed Project tools and 
platforms, will allow them to take all the documents collected 
about COVID-19 and use them to explore research questions 
such as what were the most common words people used to 
describe the pandemic, or what were the links to information 
about COVID-19. Were people linking to the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, to Public Health Ontario, to the World 
Health Organization, to various news websites, or to personal 
websites, maybe even conspiracy theory websites?

To my mind, having access to all of these records helps extend 
and continue the mission of social history: to use records created 
by everyday people as they navigate challenging circumstances, 
enhancing both our historical record and the great scholarship 
that will be able to come out of it. 

Want to check it out yourself?

We’re still going to be actively developing the next phase of this 
research throughout the 2020-21 academic year, with a goal of 
having an early version of the interface available via the Internet 
Archive at some point in the summer of 2021 – as with everything, 
COVID makes timelines a little bit unpredictable, as kids run 
around and international travel has stopped. In the meantime, 
feel free to check out our website at https://archivesunleashed.
org/, follow our blog at https://news.archivesunleashed.org/, 
or sign up for our mailing list at https://archivesunleashed.org/
get-involved/. 

Ian Milligan is an associate professor of history at the University 
of Waterloo. His recent book, History in the Age of Abundance? 
How the Web is Transforming Historical Research (MQUP, 
2019), explored how new forms of digital records will transform 
historical research. It is the focus of a roundtable in the October 
2020 American Historical Review.

Figure One: The Archives Unleashed Cloud Interface in Action

Our current project involves 
merging the analytical tools of 
Archives Unleashed with the 
Internet Archive’s Archive-It 
service, providing an end-to-
end process for collecting and 
studying archived web records 
and data.

.... having access to all of 
these records helps extend 
and continue the mission of 
social history: to use records 
created by everyday people 
as they navigate challenging 
circumstances, enhancing both 
our historical record and the 
great scholarship that will be 
able to come out of it. 

https://archivesunleashed.org/
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Graduate Students 
Committee

Comité des étudiant.e.s 
diplômé.e.s

The Graduate Student Committee (GSC) is currently recruiting 
representatives and executive members. Our aim is to have at 
least one representative from every Graduate Student Associ-
ation/History Department across Canada in order to keep the 
lines of communication open to graduate student concerns, 
questions, and goals. The representative be the point-person 
for any communication from the CHA, responsible for relaying 
news, surveys, etc. to other graduate students in their depart-
ment, and corresponding with the GSC/Grad Student Rep. on 
CHA Council. 

We are taking this time to re-evaluate our executive positions in 
anticipation of an election next Spring. If you are interested in 
joining the Graduate Student Committee as an executive mem-
ber, please contact us for more information about this process. 

As the Graduate Student Representative on the CHA Council, I 
hope to see the affiliated Graduate Student Committee engaged 
in such discussions so that I may better represent our commu-
nity on Council. If you know of any graduate students that might 
be interested in such a position or if you wish to volunteer to 
be the representative from your department, I encourage you to 
reach out. 

Letitia Johnson (letitia.johnson@usask.ca)

Le Comité des étudiants diplômés (CÉD) recrute présentement 
des représentants et des membres de l’Exécutif. Notre objec-
tif est d’avoir au moins un représentant de chaque association 
d’étudiants diplômés/département d’histoire au Canada afin 
de maintenir les lignes de communication ouvertes aux pré-
occupations, questions et objectifs des étudiants diplômés. Le 
représentant sera la personne-ressource pour toute communica-
tion de la SHC, responsable de relayer les nouvelles, les sondages, 
etc. aux autres étudiants diplômés de son département, et de cor-
respondre avec le CÉD/représentant des étudiants diplômés au 
sein du Conseil de la SHC. 

Nous prenons ce temps pour réévaluer la composition de l’Exé-
cutif du CÉD en prévision d’une élection au printemps prochain. 
Si vous êtes intéressé à vous joindre au Comité des étudiants 
diplômés pour siéger sur l’Exécutif, veuillez communiquer avec 
nous pour plus de renseignements sur ce processus. 

En tant que représentante des étudiants diplômés au Conseil de 
la SHC, j’espère que le Comité des étudiants diplômés partici-
pera à ces discussions afin que je puisse mieux représenter notre 
communauté au Conseil d’administration. Si vous connaissez 
des étudiants diplômés qui pourraient être intéressés à siéger sur 
l’Exécutif ou si vous souhaitez vous porter volontaire pour être 
le représentant de votre département, je vous encourage à com-
muniquer avec nous. 

Letitia Johnson (letitia.johnson@usask.ca) 

mailto:letitia.johnson@usask.ca
mailto:letitia.johnson@usask.ca
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Graduate Students 
Committee

Comité des étudiant.e.s 
diplômé.e.s

Hi everyone! 

My name is Nicholas Fast, treasurer of the Graduate Student 
Committee for the Canadian Historical Association (GSC). I 
do not need to remind graduate students about the impacts of 
COVID – we are all doing the best we can. I need not stress that 
we hope you and your loved ones are safe and healthy. 

Since the committee was not able to meet this year at Congress, 
we took this opportunity to think about the role of the GSC and 
the issues that graduate students in history are having when it 
comes to the job market, mental health, precarity and the unique 
positions as researchers and educators. Avoiding COVID-19 
platitudes, we agree that this committee is more important now 
to history graduate students than ever. 

Admittedly, over the last year the committee has been without 
a chair and been operating under a skeleton crew of Eriks Bre-
dovskis, the social media coordinator, and myself. Our goal is to 
revive the GSC as an active body that fulfills its mandate of serv-
ing the interests of all history graduate students in Canada by 
gathering and distributing information for students on graduate 
programs, scholarships, conferences, job opportunities, research 
resources, and the Canadian Historical Association. The new 
CHA rep to the council, Letitia Johnson, has been extremely 
helpful in representing the committee at the council and we look 
forward to working with her.

If you are interested in becoming involved with the GSC as we 
plan for Congress 2021 at the University of Alberta, please do 
not hesitate to contact myself or Eriks at the email addresses we 
will provide below. We have a Facebook page too (https://www.
facebook.com/CEDGSC)! 

As we approach the autumn, please look forward to hearing 
from us as much as we look forward to hearing from you!

Nicholas Fast nick.fast@mail.utoronto.ca 
Eriks Bredovskis eriks.bredovskis@mail.utoronto.ca

Bonjour à tous ! 

Je m’appelle Nicholas Fast et je suis trésorier du Comité des étu-
diants diplômés de la Société historique du Canada (CÉD). Je 
n’ai pas besoin de rappeler aux étudiants diplômés les impacts 
de la COVID - nous faisons tous du mieux que nous pouvons. 
Je n’ai pas non plus besoin de souligner que nous espérons que 
vous et vos proches êtes en sécurité et en bonne santé. 

Comme le comité n’a pas pu se réunir au Congrès cette année, 
nous avons profité de l’occasion pour réfléchir au rôle du CÉD 
et aux problèmes que rencontrent les étudiants diplômés en his-
toire en ce qui concerne le marché du travail, la santé mentale, 
la précarité et leurs situations uniques en tant que chercheurs 
et éducateurs. En évitant les platitudes de la COVID-19, nous 
convenons que ce comité est plus important que jamais pour les 
étudiants diplômés en histoire. 

Certes, le comité a été sans président l’an dernier et a fonctionné 
sous la direction d’une équipe réduite composée d’Eriks Bre-
dovskis, le coordinateur des réseaux sociaux, et de moi-même. 
Notre objectif est de faire revivre le CÉD en tant qu’organisme 
actif qui remplit son mandat de servir les intérêts de tous les 
étudiants diplômés en histoire au Canada en recueillant et en 
distribuant des informations pour les étudiants sur les pro-
grammes d’études supérieures, les bourses, les conférences, les 
possibilités d’emploi, les ressources de recherche et la Société 
historique du Canada. La nouvelle représentante du CÉD au 
Conseil d’administration de la SHC, Letitia Johnson, fait un tra-
vail exceptionnel comme représentante du comité et nous nous 
réjouissons de travailler avec elle.

Si vous êtes intéressé à vous impliquer au sein du CÉD alors 
que nous planifions le Congrès 2021 à l’Université de l’Alberta, 
n’hésitez pas à communiquer avec moi ou Eriks. Nous avons 
également une page Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
CEDGSC) !

Dans les mois qui viennent, nous espérons que vous serez aussi 
impatients de recevoir des nouvelles de notre part que nous le 
sommes d’en avoir de vous !

Nicholas Fast nick.fast@mail.utoronto.ca 
Eriks Bredovskis eriks.bredovskis@mail.utoronto.ca

Photographie gracieusété de | Photo courtesy of Pxhere.Photographie gracieusété de | Photo courtesy of Pxhere.
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Public History L’histoire publique

It is often remarked that much human history is about people 
coping with weather. Social history tells the story of the weather 
of individual lives, and how the wind (literal and figurative) was 
blowing in a particular time and place. Canadians enjoy read-
ing History: according to Booknet statistics it’s the favourite 
non-fiction of over 40% of readers. 1 Many others however don’t 
learn history through books; for them museums are a crucial 
source of information. Museums may convey the climate of the 
past through physical artifacts, digital effects or both, and two 
in Winnipeg interestingly illustrate the different approaches. 
“Dalnavert” is the house built by Hugh Macdonald, the son of 
Prime Minister John A. Macdonald, in Winnipeg in 1895. Hugh 
was a soldier, lawyer and Member of Parliament (a more reluc-
tant one than was his Scottish-born father). Hugh’s career record 
though offers the historian less information than does the house 
in which he lived, and we can thank the History gods that the 
Manitoba Historical Society rescued the house from demolition 
in the 1990s and turned it into a museum.

In Dalnavert (named for the Macdonald clan’s ancestral Scottish 
village) the rooms tell stories. A few blocks away commemora-

1  https://www.booknetcanada.ca/canadian-leisure-and-reading-2020

tive statues stand on the grounds of the Manitoba Legislative 
Buildings, displaying information plaques, but history is not only 
about the famous. It also resides in small out-of-the-way places, 
such as bedrooms. When blizzards raged over nineteenth-cen-
tury Winnipeg (which rivals Ulan Bator as the largest city with 
the lowest temperatures on the planet) well-to-do families made 
indoor nests of comfort: formal dining room, private bedroom, 
sewing room, parlor for playing the piano, playing chess and 
reading books. At Dalnavert, maids and cooks presided over 
the compact kitchen where they too found shelter both psycho-
logical and physical. On a tour of Dalnavert a visitor views a 
maid’s top-floor bedroom, a place of frugal comfort: single bed, 
wardrobe and coat rack, a rug to receive bare feet on cold morn-
ings, a dresser with hairbrush, water jug and a bedside book, 
and a window overlooking the garden. These things together 
give a sense of domestic life on the Prairies, 1905. The maid and 
cook living in at Dalnavert worked six and a half days a week, 
and were lucky to have a snug harbour in a harsh hard-work-
ing frontier-like environment. At night they retired to their safe 
weather-tight aeries, foot soldiers in the advance of modernity 
across a wild land. Nameless to us, forgotten by history they nev-
ertheless made history, they got the chores done and the houses 
functioning for the settlers that built a nation. The sight of her 

Where is History? The Museum’s Role
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attic bedroom makes us curious about the maid: what did she 
think about those around her? Did she marry, move away, stay 
local? Do good works, study wildflowers, read the newspaper? 
Did she pen verse, or letters to family or to lovers met through 
luck good or bad?

The famed Canadian Museum For Human Rights stands only 
a few blocks from Hugh Macdonald’s house, and conveys his-
tory differently, using interactive digital projections to catalogue 
humanity’s trials, atrocities and struggles for rights. The building 
rises stark and bulky, like a castle against a hint of open prairie 
on the edge of town, its inside ramps leading visitors upward to 
galleries suggesting aspirations to equity and justice. This build-
ing itself is prescriptive, ideological.

The CMHR uses video in sectioned-off subject areas (ancient 
world, modern world, World War I and II, indigenous Canada 
and so on), pre-selecting keywords and dates which are pro-
jected onto walls, directing our attention to international laws, 
documents, successes, abolitions, and ethnic and class struggles. 
Perceptions are shaped by what is emphasized and by what is 
left out. Through film the museum shows a virtual world. By 
contrast, a heritage house like Dalnavert, retaining its original 
condition and décor, bodies forth an actual one. Museums built 
like high-tech space-ships can distance visitors from the feel of 
the times being presented. Interactive display sometimes means 
distractive display. Rich understanding of the past depends on 
mental rather than digital interactivity: being able to imagine 

oneself inside a time and place. Standing at the doorway of a 
maid’s bedroom in colonial Canada, pausing to notice detail and 
soak up atmosphere, allows us mentally to be that maid for a 
moment, to see what she saw when coming home each evening 
to her personal space.

This is enjoyable (and learning, to be effective, needs to be enjoy-
able) but it isn’t a matter only of personal pleasure. In “Effects 
of VDT and Paper Presentation”,2 neuro-biology researcher E. 
Wastlund explains how we learn through visual, auditory and 
kinaesthetic neural routes all at once. Video display terminals 
on which we scan and skip have been shown to “drain men-
tal-- resources”, making it harder to remember the information 
being consumed. While we code information, technology codes 
our minds, suggest the experts. Danish neuro-biologist Theresa 
Schilhab says we need contact with macro-phenomena and sen-
sory experiences, which she calls “embodied cognition”, in order 
to grasp information holistically.3 Technological effects although 
dazzling may not leave room for the quiet insightful imaginings 
which stimulate a larger understanding of history. Historical 
thinking is served by standing in the midst of primary source 
evidence, where objects speak. At the door of a bedroom you 
draw your own conclusions about the life lived in it, and intuit 
connections between this life and a larger society of laws and 
customs. Israel Asper’s Museum For Human Rights was pur-
pose-built to pursue a mission -- the advancement of rights of 
various identity groups – while a museum like Dalnavert was 
purpose-built as a home. These two museums illustrate two 
styles of presenting history: through heavily curated digital and 
video content, or through artifacts salvaged from an era. In a 
contentious present, the past too is a matter of contention, and 
there’s something to be said for presenting it as nakedly as possi-
ble, unadorned with interpretative layers.

The museum of Dalnavert contains a decorative toy rocking 
horse, craftsman-made, which was once featured on the front 
cover of Harrod’s Christmas catalogue. This little domestic talis-
man of the art of gentle living reveals the aspirations of the age 
as much as did the trains at Union Station (launched by Prime 
Minister John A. Macdonald) and the printers churning out the 
famous Winnipeg Free Press. A culture is understood by peering 
into its private spaces. Maybe in the future people will peek into 
a display of a child’s bedroom of today and marvel nostalgically 
at an iPod. Through such personal leavings, the past speaks.

Sandra B. Julian, BA (History), MLS (Library & Information Sci-
ence), is a free-lance writer, columnist and researcher in Victoria, 
BC. She works with memoirists in Memoirs Projects in commu-
nity centres. Some of her recent articles have appeared in Policy 
Options, Areo Magazine and Nature Canada. www.overleaf-
books.blogspot.com.

2 https : / /w w w.s c iencedirec t .com/s c ience/ar t ic le /abs/pi i /
S0747563204000202
3 https://sciencenordic.com/denmark-forskerzonen-learning/
digital-knowledge-is-a-poor-substitute-for-learning-in-the-real-
world/1452971

A heritage house like Dalnavert, retaining its 
original condition and décor, bodies forth an 
actual world, rather than a virtual one. Muse-
ums built like high-tech space-ships can distance 
visitors from the feel of the times being presented. 
Rich understanding of the past depends on men-
tal rather than digital interactivity: being able to 
imagine oneself inside a time and place.

Photos: Dalnavert Museum & Visitors’ Centre, Winnipege, Manitoba
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ACNZSN Book Prize

The ACNZSN Book Prize is awarded annually to a mono-
graph published by an Early Career Researcher (someone who 
is within eight years of being awarded their Ph.D. or six years 
from their first academic appointment) and/or someone who 
has published their first book, that looks at least two countries 

of the focus of the network, 
i.e. Australia and Canada or 
Canada and Aotearoa New 
Zealand etc., and is pub-
lished in the year in which 
the prize is promoted, so for 
the inaugural prize, 2020. 
The prize is open to all disci-
plines. Unlike many existing 
book prizes, submissions are 
not confined to permanent 
residents or citizens of the 
three countries. The prize is 
open to anyone in the world.

An international adjudica-
tion committee will decide 

which book the prize will be awarded to. Winners of the prize 
will receive GBP150, have their book featured on the ACNZSN 
website https://acnzsn.org/, included in the  ACNZSN fort-
nightly newsletter https://acnzsn.org/posts/, and promoted on 
social media, specifically Facebook https://www.facebook.com/
ACNZSN/ and Twitter https://twitter.com/acnzsn. 

Submissions for the prize should include  three hardcopies 
of your book (electronic copies will be accepted if this is not 
possible) and a cover letter which includes your contact details 
and institutional affiliation if any, and a short two-page CV. 
Copies of your book should be sent to:

Dr. Jatinder Mann
Department of History
Faculty of Social Sciences
Hong Kong Baptist University
AAB Building
Baptist University Road Campus
15 Baptist University Road
Kowloon Tong, Kowloon
Kong Kong SAR

Cover letters and CVs should be sent to:  acnzsn@gmail.com. 
Any questions or queries about the prize should be sent to Dr. 
Jatinder Mann - https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7079-8324. 

Deadline: 31 December 2020

NiCHE Best Article or Book Chapter Prize

The Network in Canadian History and Environment wishes to 
announce that it is soliciting nominations for its 2021 NiCHE 
Prize for Best Article or Book Chapter. This new prize is 
awarded every other year for meritorious publications that make 
important and innovative contributions to the field of Canadian 
environmental history, broadly conceived.

This prize was generously sponsored by a donation from found-
ing NiCHE Director, Alan MacEachern.

Nominations may come from authors, publishers, organizations, 
or any other individuals.

Eligibility criteria:

• The work of any individual(s) conducting scholarly research 
in the field of Canadian environmental history will be eligible 
for consideration.

• Articles, and book chapters that (i) use the tools and meth-
ods of historical inquiry to examine the relationship between 
humans and the non-human world; and (ii) focus on the 
territory that now makes up Canada and/or involve individ-
uals, groups, or institutions closely associated with what later 
became Canada are eligible for consideration.

• Articles and book chapters can be nominated only once.
• Articles and book chapters must bear the copyright imprint 

of one of the two years preceding the year in which the prize 
is awarded, i.e., articles published in 2019 or 2020 are eligible 
for the 2021 prize.

• Articles and book chapters published by publishing houses 
or journals located outside Canada are eligible for consider-
ation.

• Any piece of scholarship that meets the eligibility criteria for 
a given year’s prize and that demonstrates substantial and 
original scholarship may be nominated (e.g. edited volumes, 
scholarly editions of primary documents). Translations may 
not be nominated if they have already won this prize for pub-
lication in their original language.

• Scholarship authored by more than one person is eligible for 
consideration.

Nominations for this prize should be submitted before 31 
December 2020.

Full details here:  https://niche-canada.org/2020/09/16/2021-
niche-prize-announcement/
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Scholar Peter Waite brought 
Canadian history to life 
By Allison Lawlor

Historian Peter Waite wrote several scholarly, yet popular, books 
that have not only made a significant contribution to Canadian 
historical literature but continue to bring the country’s past to 
life for readers.

A compelling storyteller and writer, Prof. Waite, who died on 
Aug. 24 at the Camp Hill Veterans Memorial Building in Halifax 
at the age of 98, was best known for his analysis of the events 
leading to Confederation and the subsequent years from 1867 
to 1896. His best-known books are his 1962 work The Life and 
Times of Confederation, 1864-1867,  and  Canada 1874-1896: 
Arduous Destiny, which covers the decades immediately fol-
lowing Confederation and was part of a series marking the 
centenary of Canadian Confederation in 1967.

“Peter had things to say about Confederation that no one else was 
really saying,” said Peter Russell, professor emeritus of political 
science at the University of Toronto and author of  Constitu-
tional Odyssey: Can Canadians Become a Sovereign People? “He 
understood that to create a new country you need a social union 
and not just a political and constitutional union.”

Prof. Russell added: “He was our first historian who understood 
and appreciated the social side of Confederation.”

The Confederation Debates in the Province of Canada, which 
Prof. Waite published in 1963, is another important book for 
Canadians and is still used by students, Prof. Russell said. After 
patiently reading thousands of pages of debates, Prof. Waite 
edited them to make them more accessible to readers. For his 
work and contributions to historical literature, he was invested 
as an officer of the Order of Canada in 1993.

After retiring from Dalhousie University, where he spent 35 
years as a charismatic history professor, Prof. Waite continued 
to write. He published his last book, In Search of R.B. Bennett, 
in 2013 when he was 90. Exploring the life of Canada’s 11th 
prime minister, who led the country during the worst years of 
the Great Depression, the book won the Democracy 250 Atlantic 
Book Award for Historical Writing. He wrote two other biog-
raphies of Canadian prime ministers: Macdonald: His Life and 
World and The Man from Halifax: Sir John Thompson, Prime 
Minister.

“He was very interested in people and what makes people tick,” 
said Donald Wright, chair of the Department of Political Science 

Historian Peter Waite at Crystal Crescent Beach, early 1970s. 

at the University of New Brunswick. “He understood it is people 
who make up history.”

When Prof. Wright was a graduate student in Ottawa, he con-
tacted Prof. Waite to ask if he could help research the biography 
of Bennett. Being close to the national archives, he thought he 
might be of help to Prof. Waite, who was in Halifax. “I don’t use 
researchers. I like to see the documents for myself,” Prof. Waite 
told the graduate student.

In the late 1980s, Prof. Waite was approached by the president of 
Dalhousie University asking if he would document the institu-
tion’s long history. Prof. Waite agreed and quickly discovered the 
project would not only take him longer than originally planned 
but would require him to write not one, but two volumes. More 
than a decade in the works, The Lives of Dalhousie is not just a 
list of milestones and accomplishments but tells about the peo-
ple who made them possible. Prof. Waite wasn’t afraid to include 
stories of presidential feuds, illicit affairs and departmental 
squabbles. “Academic rows are almost as good as ecclesiastical 
ones,” he once said.

Born in Toronto on July 12, 1922, Peter Busby Waite was the 
eldest of three children to Mary (née Craig) and Cyril Waite, 
a manager with the Dominion Bank. As a young boy, he loved 
exploring the outdoors, which sometimes got him into trouble. 
At age 10, he knocked out his teeth trying to use broomsticks 
as ski poles. His father relocated with the bank frequently and 
the family moved 22 times. He attended high school in Saint 
John and then enlisted with the Royal Canadian Navy. During 
the Second World War he served on corvettes, achieving the 
rank of lieutenant. After the war, he studied at the University of 
British Columbia before earning his PhD from the University 
of Toronto. He returned east when Dalhousie University offered 
him a teaching job in 1951. 
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“He was a joyful presence, quick to laugh, a superlative racon-
teur addicted to punning and bons mots, especially in French or 
Latin, not infrequently unfathomable to his less well-informed 
interlocutors,” said Norman Pereira, professor emeritus at Dal-
housie’s Department of History.

In 1957, Prof. Waite met Masha Gropuzzo, a young Croa-
tian woman who was in Halifax visiting her sister. They went 
to a symphony ball together, fell in love and were married the 
following year. She spoke seven languages and had a deep under-
standing of linguistics. Mr. Waite often gave her the first chapters 
of his books, which she would edit for grammar and for any-
thing that hinted of pretension. The couple had two daughters 
and were married for 45 years; Ms. Waite died of a heart attack 
in 2003. In his 80s, Mr. Waite fell in love again. He and Lorraine 
Hurtig were together until her death in 2014.

A member of the Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Can-
ada, Mr. Waite helped to preserve important historical spaces 
for Canadians. He also helped to protect a now-popular beach 
south of Halifax. In the 1950s, he and a group of young academ-
ics used old survey maps to explore Nova Scotia’s back woods. 
On one adventure, they discovered pristine, white-sand crescent 
beaches. They pressured the government to protect the area and 
save it from future development. The beaches, then marked as 
Coot Cove, eventually became Crystal Crescent Beach Provin-
cial Park.

Mr. Waite loved to return to the beaches and nearby hiking trails 
throughout his life, often with his daughters.

“He took us everywhere,” his daughter Nina Waite said. “He was 
an all-encompassing and devoted father.”

As a history professor, he made arcane subjects come alive. 
Pacing back and forth in front of the class, black robes trailing 
behind him, he told animated stories about Canada’s history.

“Prof. Waite seemed to make history personal,” said Halifax 
Mayor Mike Savage, who graduated from Dalhousie University 
in 1980. “He made us believe that while books, tests and essays 
were important, they were less important than understanding 
and loving our shared history and learning from its imperfec-
tions.”

At home, he often retreated into his book-lined study, where he 
would work on his typewriter, until he got his first computer 
when he was in his 80s. Among all the classics, German poetry 
books and an  Encyclopedia Britannica  from the 1890s were 
journals and meticulous records he kept all his life. He recorded, 
dated and organized everything.

“He was always so vigorous intellectually,” his daughter Anya 
Waite said. “He always had the sparkle in his eye; he was always 
onto the next thing.”

Mr. Waite leaves his two daughters; grandchildren, Christopher, 
Lindsay, Eleanor and Andrew; and several nieces and nephews.
This obituary was first published in the Globe and Mail on 17 September 
2020.

Peter Waite, 1941
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