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Dear Colin:

As Minister of Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage, | am responding on behalf of the
Premier to your letter regarding reductions in funding to the closure of provincial museums and
other heritage-related decisions in the provincial budget.

The Province of Nova Scotia was required to make difficult decisions to manage spending while
focusing on key priorities such as healthcare, housing, and economic growth. As part of this
work, grants were reduced across government, including funding for community museums and
locally managed Nova Scotia Museum sites. In spite of this reduction, total provincial investment
in arts, culture, and heritage remains over $66 million—$14.7 million higher than in 2021.

Even so, we recognize that any reduction in funding can be challenging. For some organizations,
provincial grants represent one part of a broader funding mix, and many of these museums

will be able to navigate these changes while continuing to deliver programs and services. At the

same time, we acknowledge that the impact may be greater for some, and we are committed to
listening carefully and working with museums to understand their concerns.

To ensure the sustainability of the provincial museum for future generations, steps have been
taken to begin modernizing the Nova Scotia Museum system, including the closure of 12 sites.
Several factors were considered in the review of the system including attendance levels, changing
visitor expectations and long-term sustainability. The resulting changes will help us to prioritize
museums and programs that reach more people and support a more sustainable system overall.

Please know that these decisions were not taken lightly. They are a necessary response to the
challenges we are facing, and protecting Nova Scotia’s heritage remains a priority. We will
continue working with our museum partners to ensure these museums remain strong resources
for future generations.

We will also continue to invest more than $100 million this year in arts, culture, tourism, sport,
and heritage, and we remain focused on supporting communities across Nova Scotia in a
balanced and sustainable way.

Sincerely,

Hon. Dave Ritcey
Minister

Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage
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Nova Scotia Premier Tim Houston

premier(@novascotia.ca

Dear Premier Houston,

I am writing to you in my capacity as president of the Canadian Historical Association | Société
historique du Canada. Our association serves professional historians, history degree holders, and
people with an interest in history. We represent close to 1,000 members across the country and
beyond, with members in Nova Scotia at the following institutions: Acadia University, Cape
Breton University, Dalhousie University, Mount Saint Vincent University, St. Francis Xavier
University, Saint Mary’s University, and the University of King’s College.

Along with other Canadians, our members have read, with dismay, the news about the wide-
ranging cuts to heritage institutions in Nova Scotia. Such provincial decisions amplify the impact
of federal government cuts in the same sector.

I understand that twelve of Nova Scotia’s provincial museums will close as a result of the
budgetary decisions. In addition, the provincial government is cutting other funding to heritage
programs, First Nations institutions, and to universities. These choices will hurt local institutions,
which rely so much on community support and volunteer labour.

Once heritage institutions are lost, they cannot be reclaimed. At a time when our country is
facing so many external challenges, maintaining Canadians’ access to their historical institutions
seems even more urgent than ever. Canadians must be able to engage with their history, and
these institutions play a key role in allowing them to do so.

We encourage you to re-consider the long-lasting impact of such short-term budgetary decisions.

Sincerely,

Cal Y%

Colin M. Coates
President, Canadian Histotical Association

cc: Susan Leblanc, MLLA, NDP Ciritic for Communities, Culture, Tourism and Heritage
cc: Royal Nova Scotia Historical Society

Canadian Historical Association | Société historique du Canada
1912-130 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5G4 | 613-233-7885 | cha-shc@cha-shc.ca| https://cha-she.ca/
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You don't often get email from c.charlton@cha-shc.ca. Learn why this is
important

** EXTERNAL EMAIL / COURRIEL EXTERNE **
Exercise caution when opening attachments or clicking on links / Faites preuve de prudence si vous ouvrez une piece
Jjointe ou cliquez sur un lien

Dear Premier Houston,

Please find attached a letter from Dr. Colin Coates, president of the Canadian Historical
Association.

All the best,
Catherine Charlton

Catherine Charlton (elie|she)

Coordonnatrice exécutive | Executive Coordinator

Société historique du Canada | Canadian Historical Association
1912-130 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5G4

613-233-7885, Ext. 1

Site web | Website, Facebook, Bluesky, YouTube

La SHC reconnait que son bureau est situé sur le territoire ancestral de la nation algonquine anishinaabe.
The CHA recognizes that its office is located on the ancestral territory of the Anishinaabe Algonquin Nation.
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